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Master—Trevor Church 

Leigh-on-Sea 
Phone: 0792 058 0574 
s-district-master@eacr.org.uk  
Deputy Master—Steve Nash 

Fobbing and Langdon Hills 
Tel: 01268 490061 
s-district-deputymaster@eacr.org.uk  

Secretary—Beth Johnson 

Shenfield 
07796691520 
s-district-secretary@eacr.org.uk 

Treasurer—Anne Porter 

Prittlewell 
01702 582881 
s-district-treasurer@eacr.org.uk 
Education Officers—Andrew and 

Clare Beech 

North Ockendon 
Clare 07814 583743 Andrew 07957 384764 
s-district-education@eacr.org.uk   

Public Relations Officer—Theo Johnson 
Prittlewell 
s-district-pro@eacr.org.uk 

Newsletter Editor—Paul Cammiade 

s-district-newsletter@eacr.org.uk 

Bell Grants Committee Rep—Steve Nash 

As Above  

OFFICERS 2020 

 

New Members Elected at Thorpe Bay 
Shan Stewart of Stanford-le-Hope  
Daniel and Jacob Ward of Grays 
Motie Ramballi of Grays 
Shirzai Jan of Grays 
Hannah Brooks of Shenfield 
Peter Bowden of Leigh on Sea 
The Rev’d Canon Jonathan Collis  of Thorpe Bay 
Roger Cotter of Thorpe Bay 
 
Welcome to them all! 
And thank you to Nigel Taylor for his 5-year stint 
as District Master, giving the membership lots of 
interesting methods to ring, and characterful 
churches to visit! 

 

ESSEX ASSOCIATION OF CHANGE RINGERS  

SOUTHERN DISTRICT NEWSLETTER 

January/ February 2020 

From the New Master… 

Dear fellow ringers, 

I feel very honoured to have 
been voted in at the ADM 
(obviously, it was a closely 
contested election!!). Having 
returned to ringing only 
relatively recently, this does 
mean a great deal and I will do 
my best to get up to speed with 
all that's going on across the 
District as soon as possible.  

So, how did it all begin for me? 
I grew up in Shenfield and 
attended St Mary's school and church. I was always 
intrigued as to why a few people  always left the service a 
bit sooner than the rest of us, and climbed a rickety 
ladder at the back of the aisle. One Sunday, a small group 
of us 'kids' were asked if we’d like to come up after the 
service and see the ringers in action. And that was it- I 
was in!"  

I caught the bug quickly and with some good teaching 
and plenty of learning opportunities I managed to 
progress well.  

My ringing went 'on hold' in my early twenties, when my 
other passion,  playing rugby (Brentwood RFC) took over. 
Little did I know that it would be over 20 years before I 
rang again.  

A few years after I married Lisa, and with two young 
children, and another on the way, we moved to Leigh on 
Sea. A tower open day at St Clements got me ringing 
again, and once I'd finished coaching my son (and others, 
for a number of years at Westcliff RFC), I got some time 
back to ring more often.  

So here we are. It's been great rekindling some previous 
ringing friendships from those younger years and I'm 
loving learning all over again. I think this has given me a 
fresh perspective on the ringing 'journey' and also how 
valuable our skill is, whichever level we aspire to ring at.  

I look forward to getting to know you all a little more 
over the coming months. 

For your Diary: 

15th February  - Afternoon Practice South Ockendon 14:30—16:30 

17th February—North Ockendon Advanced Minor Practice 19:45 

7th March - South Ockendon District Learners Practice 10:00—12:00  

10th March—Surprise Practice Fobbing 19:30—21:00  

http://eacr.org.uk
http://eacr.org.uk
mailto:bethjohnson6710@gmail.com
http://eacr.org.uk
mailto:s-district-education@eacr.org.uk
mailto:s-district-pro@eacr.org.uk
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Bernard Charles Sadler  

Bernard was born in London in 1927 to parents Leonard and Dorothy. He would have been Bernard Featherstone 
Sadler, taking his mother’s maiden name as a middle name, had it not been for his father forgetting that, and registering 
him with his own middle name of Charles!   

The family moved to Southend while he was still quite young but when war broke out Bernard was evacuated to the 
Manor at Mansfield, a large house with grounds where the evacuees were allowed to use the tennis court if they first 
cut and rolled it. He was reluctant to leave his surroundings but eventually he did, returning to Southend and finishing 
his education at the local High School, which he left in 1944.  A year later he was called up for National Service and was 
posted to Egypt for 2 years. 

Bernard met Jose, his wife to be, before his National Service, and she, unbeknown to him, learnt to ring whilst he was 
away, giving him quite a surprise on his return home.  They were married in 1951.   

When he left school Bernard went to work as a clerk in the city at Bill Brokers, 
Allen Harvey & Ross, a firm he was to remain with, throughout his working life.  
He was made redundant in the early 80s, following a merger of companies and 
never sought re-employment.  When not at home with his family he used his 
new-found freedom to join a number of ringing tours at home and abroad. 

Bernard learnt to ring in 1943 and was taught by Frank Lufkin. Tied bell 
practices were irregular as Frank was a fireman who worked shifts but 
undeterred he went on to ring his first peal, Plain Bob Major, at Prittlewell on 
May 9 1945 to celebrate victory in Europe. A second peal 2 days later at Leigh-
on-Sea was the first on the bells. His last peal was of doubles at Great Wakering 
in 2004, a tribute to David Church who had been tower captain there for 15 
years. He rang 251 peals in total.  

One notable claim he had was to have rung the same bell to peals in two 
different towers. Firstly in the only peal at West Tilbury and then later he rang 
the same bell at Grays after its transfer to form part of the new 8. 

No record exists of his quarter peal tally. 

He was not a fanatical tower-grabber but he had rung at churches around the world in Australia, Canada, Ireland, Italy, 
New Zealand, South Africa and the USA. 

Bernard was a long-serving member of the Essex Association of Change Ringers and he was elected a life member in 
1983. The only Association office he held during his many years of ringing was that of Trustee, spanning a period in the 
80s and 90s. 

He became ringing master at Prittlewell by default, around 1960, when others before him decided the role was not for 
them. He was not a particularly accomplished ringer, a prolific peal ringer or a conductor of methods but he brought 
with him the skills that served him in life namely dedication, devotion, care, patience, perseverance and humility. It was 
a role he settled into easily and its reward in the 60s was a growing youthful band, a legacy of which was to see several 
become tower captains elsewhere. Despite ringings ups and downs Bernard was committed to maintaining ringing at 
Prittlewell; he continued to teach others and his diligence helped to make Prittlewell a welcoming place for others.  
Bernard stepped aside from his captaincy role in the 90s having looked after the ringing for 37 years. He remained an 
active member of the band until no longer able to manage the stairs but his interest in ringing and ringers continued 
and he continued to ring where he could whilst still able. 

Bernard was also a member of the 43ers, which he joined shortly after their formation and  a member of the West 
Anglia Guild of Ringers, or WAGS, and would regularly attend their meetings whilst able to do so. 

Bernard was a kind and generous person, never seeking to put himself before others and never seeking the limelight. 
He was very sociable, enjoyed his ringing, the company of others and his family. Together with his wife Jose, they made 
a very hospitable couple. They opened their house to friends and ringers alike and as many can testify you could call on 
Bernard and Jose at any time and would always receive a warm welcome.  

Bernard never sought to be anything other than who he was and for that he will be remembered by those who knew 
him.  His name will live on in ringing archives and on peal boards; also on the treble of the new ring at Prittlewell, a gift 
of both Bernard and Jose. 

May he rest in peace.  

Steve Halliwell 

 



 3 

 Prittlewell, Essex 
St Mary the Virgin 
Sunday, 26 January 2020 in 3h 15 (18–0–9 in E) 
5040 Cambridge Surprise Royal  
Composed by Marcus C.W. Sherwood  

1 Paul A Cammiade  
2 Colin G Wright  
3 Yvonne A Towler  
4 Stephen G Halliwell  
5 Stephen J Nash  
6 James L Towler  
7 John G Harpole (C) 
8 Trevor E Church  
9 Brian G Meads  
10 Nigel S D Taylor  

Rung by members of the Essex Association in fond 
memory of Jose (1928-2017) and Bernard (1927-
2019) Sadler. Both were ringers at Prittlewell for 
over 60 years and Bernard tower captain for 37 of 
these. Both were also life members of the Essex 
Association. 
First on 10: 8 

On Sunday 26th January, a band met at Prittlewell and rang a peal in memory of both Bernard and Jose who 

died two years ago. Many District members will have so many happy memories of ringing with them, weekends 

and holidays and of course the legendary open house hospitality at Priory Crescent. 

Congratulations to Sarah Robbins from Shenfield for attaining her Level 4 in the Learning the 
Ropes scheme. For this she had to ring a quarter peal inside (she has 
already quarters under he belt inside and tenor behind), raise and 
lower in peal and call plain courses. For level 5 she has her sights set on 
calling touches and quarters of new methods.  
 
If you are interested in getting involved in ART, check out their excellent website at http://
www.ringingteachers.org/. There is a newsletter for ringers by ringers ‘Tower Talk’ available 
for download by any ringer (you don’t have to be an ART member) here: http://
www.learningtheropes.org/newsletter/tower-talk 
 
The ART conference, again open to all, is on 14th to 15th March at Hilton, Derbyshire, titled 

Making a Difference, with leading speakers sharing best practice from their ringing as well as ideas from other 
activities and professions.  Details and tickets are available at https://events.bellringing.org/events/conferences/art-
conference-2020  
 
The second day of the conference is organised by the Volunteer and Leadership Workgroup of the Central 
Council.  With a focus on recruitment and retention, they will look at how to look after your new ringers so that they 
blossom and enjoy their new hobby. Hearing from recent recruits, sharing ideas, initiatives and experience through 
grouped activities will provide you with ideas to take your recruitment and retention plans forward. 
 
Nearer to home, there will be ART M1 and M2 courses available as part of the Essex Ringing Course - check out the 
website for full information.  

 
Don’t forget, there is the opportunity to apply for a grant for these courses; please email the Association Secretary to 
enquire. 

ART News 

https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?DoveID=PRITTLEWEL
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Hornchurch, Essex 
St Andrew 
Tuesday, 24 December 2019 in 3h 1 (18
–0–0 in Eb) 
5056 Plain Bob Major  
Composed by Arthur Knights  

1 M Louise Booth  
2 Ros C Skipper  
3 John M Church  
4 Colin Friend  
5 William J Stungo  
6 Roderic K Bickerton  
7 Jon Waters  
8 Clive J Stephenson (C) 

Rung for The Festival of Christmas. 
First inside - 2. First in method - 3. 

From Alison our retired Secretary 

 

Wow! What a lovely surprise I had when Stephen 

came home from the Call Change Competition.  

I would like to thank all those who made 
donations towards the very large Lakeside 
voucher. 
I’ve had a look at my favourite shops but I’m not 
going to rush out and buy anything just yet. I 
want to buy something I can keep.  

North Ockendon, Essex 

St Mary Magdalene 

Monday, 13 January 2020 in 44m (9–2–21 in G) 

1320 Doubles (8m)  

120 each of St Remigius, Huntley Place, St Nicholas, 

Winchendon Place, St Osmund, Eynesbury, 240 of 

St Simon's, 360 of St Martin's 

1 Michael Warren  

2 William Beech  

3 Clare Beech  

4 Andrew Beech (C) 

5 Samuel Beech  

6 Steve Ashley  

Most methods: 5 

An 80th birthday compliment to Ann Beech. 

Downham, Essex 
St Margaret 
Thursday, 30 January 2020 in 39m (7–3–0 
in Bb) 
1260 Grandsire Doubles  

1 Barbara A Leigh  
2 Jenny R Ansell  
3 Roger H Dorking  
4 Julia V Taylor  
5 Paul A Cammiade (C) 
6 Christopher J Tucker  

Wedding compliment to Jenny and 
Dominic prior to their wedding on 
Saturday 1st February. 
First inside - 2. 

Congratulations to Ros and John on the peal 

above at Hornchurch. 

 

Also to Jenny (pictured left with the bottles) 

who rang her first inside prior to her wedding to 

Dominic on Saturday 1st February. 

Congratulations and Thanks 

https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/detail.php?DoveID=DOWNHAM%20%20E


 5 

Call Change Striking Competition Leigh on Sea November 2019 

 

The District call change competition took place this year at Leigh-on-Sea on 16th November. The judge was Brian Meads.  
 
We had a slightly different format to the afternoon as there was no service or ringers’ tea, but instead the Leigh ringers 
provided a plentiful supply of tea, coffee and cake through out the afternoon while the ringing took place.   
 
Applying the new rules meant that we had extra teams competing using the opportunity for ringers to ring twice 
(although not on the same bell) and the same rule meant we were able to put all the juniors who came along into a 
juniors ‘+1’ band on the day. 
 
The winners were Prittlewell C with only 16 faults. Second and Thirds places were taken by the home bands of St 
Clements Clangers and Leigh Dodgers. 
 
It was superb to have so many bands competing and Brian gave some very helpful hints as to how to improve in a 
competition. 
 

TOWERS FAULTS Rows judged 

Prittlewell C 16 128 

St Clements Clangers 28.5 136 

Leigh Dodgers 34.5 140 

Prittlewell B 40 146 

Shenfield/Brentwood 49 144 

Shenfield 51.5 142 

Prittlewell A 73 160 

Juniors +1 79.5 162 

 

 

Peter Sloman collecting the Shield and Certifi-

cate from Judge Brian Meads  

From the Newsletter Editor. 

 

I am hoping to produce about five issues of the 

newsletter spread throughout the year but of 

course this will reply on getting enough content to 

fill them. So, if there is something happening  in 

your tower or some event that you would like to 

see, remember to let the editor know. I may have 

missed it on Bellboard or in the Ringing World. 

 

Articles always gratefully received, don’t forget the 

pictures. Most things will get included (providing 

they are legal). 

 

I always like to be kept up to date with salacious 

gossip but that is not for the newsletter, I am just 

nosey! 
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St Clements Clangers 

1. Anthony Neale 

2. Don Stoneman 

3. Steve Jeffries 

4. James Laden 

5. Bernard Arscott 

6. Trevor Church (c) 

Leigh Dodgers 

1. Trevor Church (c) 

2. Jamie Hamper 

3. Elizabeth Coates  

4. Bernard Arscott 

5. Don Stoneman  

6. Anthony Neale  

Shenfield / Brentwood 

1. Emily Willson  

2. Katie Wiggins  

3. Sue Matthews  

4. Paul Wiggins  

5. Mark Robbins (c) 

6. Chris Bailey  

Shenfield 

1. Sue Gilder  

2. Paul Wiggins  

3. Beth Johnson 

4. Sarah Robbins (c) 

5. Bill Hindley  

6. Ian Stockwell  
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Junior Plus 1 

1. Ryan Faulkner-Hatt  

2. Emily Willson  

3. Sarah Robbins (c) 

4. Katie Wiggins 

5. Theo Johnson 

6. Peter Knight 

Prittlewell A 

1. Sarah Chin a Loy  

2. Ryan Falkener-Hatt  

3. Mike Allott  

4. John Tipping  

5. Peter Sloman  

6. John Watkins  

Prittlewell C 

1. Alynson Browning  

2. Sarah Chin a Loy  

3. Steve Halliwell (c) 

4. Peter Sloman  

5. John Tipping  

6. Louisa Hennessy  

Prittlewell B 

1. Louisa Hennessy  

2. Alyson Browning  

3. Sue Sullivan  

4. Anne Porter  

5. Steve Halliwell (c) 

6. Theo Johnson  
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We had a cubs visit to Shenfield tower in November, 30 lively 9-10 year olds, very well behaved and 
with lots of questions! They came up to the ringing chamber and chimed a bell, had a go at ringing 
tunes on the hand bells and Bill gave a demonstration of the bell model. They went home with a 
bell-shaped cooked and of course a hand out with information about ringing and how to follow the 
visit up if they (or parents/siblings/friends) are interested in learning to ring. 

Stop press! Although the cubs visit wasn’t a recruitment drive, we now have 4 cubs and one mum 
starting to learn in the next couple of months. 

Cubs Visit Shenfield 

Essex Ringing Course 

 

It is not too late to apply for the Essex Ringing Course based at Honywood School 

Coggeshall, Thursday 16th to Saturday 18th April 2020. See the poster at the end of this newsletter for 

details. Helpers are always needed so please volunteer. There is no charge for helpers and you can 

attend any of the extra lectures and social as well. 

 

Applications to join the Course must be made, ideally online, before the closing date of 15 February 

2020. For full details please see the Association Website at: www.eacr.org.uk/education/course.html 

For online applications, all correspondence will be by email. A printed copy of the course programme 

will be provided at the start of the course. 

 

If you do not have internet access, a paper application form can be obtained by sending a stamped, 

addressed envelope to Anne Bray, 7 D’Arcy Close, Kirby Cross, CO13 0RR. Each application must be 

accompanied by the full fee, please see the website for details of costs and possible grants. 
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Minutes of the District ADM at Thorpe Bay Saturday  18th January 2020 

 

1. Welcome and Thanks 

The Master, Nigel Taylor, welcomed all present and invited everyone to enter their name in the attendance book.  There 

were 65 members present, including  nine visitors – Andrew Kelso (Association Master, Goldhanger), Vicki and Colin 

Chapman (Chelmsford), Andrew Brewster (Association Treasurer - Writtle) and Christina Brewster (Youth Coordinator and 

also bringing the bookstall - Writtle). Other visitors were David Rothera, Steve and Josh Ashley, and Jim Laken. 

The Master thanked Rev. Canon Jonathan Collis for taking the service and for the use of the bells and Lorraine Everett for 

playing the organ.  

Thanks are extended to the ringers and helpers from Thorpe Bay for the splendid tea. 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The Minutes of the District Meeting held at Leigh on Sea on 16th November 2019 were emailed to those on the Secretary’s 

email lists and circulated at the meeting.  There being no amendments they were signed as a true copy. 

3. Matters Arising - none 

4. Correspondence 

Emails were read from Alison Nash, thanking the District for her gift of vouchers for her 10 years as secretary, and also from 

Sharon Lacey, Association Secretary, concerning the election of Association Officers at the Annual General Meeting on 

Monday 25th May.   

Nominations for Association Officers need to reach the Association Secretary by 1 February 2020. The officers are: 

Master – presently Andrew Kelso  

Secretary – presently Sharon Lacey 

Treasurer – presently Andrew Brewster  

3 Property Trustees – presently Mary Bone, Colin Chapman & Andrew Taylor  

Public Relations Officer – Vacant  

Technical Advisor – presently Nigel Taylor Education Officer – Richard Wilson  

5 Central Council Reps – presently Vicki Chapman, Fred Bone, Paul Cammiade and 2 Vacancies 

2 Independent Examiners  

Sharon encouraged people who haven’t taken office in the Association before to consider standing and said that full 

support would be given to anyone taking a role for the first time. 

5. Reports 

(a) The Master, Nigel Taylor, presented his report and it is attached to these Minutes. 

(b) The Secretary, Beth Johnson, presented her report and it is attached to these Minutes.   

(c) The Treasurer, Anne Porter, also presented her report and it is  attached to these Minutes.  

 The only query to the reports was that Prittlewell C was the winner of the call change competition, not St Clements 

Clangers (thank you Cathryn Corns) as stated in the first two reports. This has been corrected on the attached.  
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6. Election of District Officers 

(a) Honorary Officers (members of the EACR Management Team) 

(i) Trevor Church was proposed as Master by Steve Nash and seconded by Nigel Taylor and was elected. 

(ii) Stephen Nash was proposed as Deputy Master by Barbara Leigh and seconded by Alwyn Brock and was re-

elected. 

(iii) Beth Johnson was proposed as Secretary by Barbara Leigh and seconded by John Cousins and was re-elected. 

(iv) Anne Porter was proposed as Treasurer by Mark Robbins and seconded by John Harpole and was re-elected.  

 

(b) Other District Appointments 

a. Andrew and Clare Beech were proposed as joint District Education Officers by Nigel Taylor and seconded by Beth 

Johnson and were elected. 

b. Theo Johnson was proposed as Public Relations Officer by Beth Johnson  and seconded by Alison Nash and was elected 

(with parental approval). 

c. Paul Cammiade was proposed as Newsletter Editor by Hilary Donoghue and seconded by Julia Taylor and was elected.  

d. Stephen Nash remains as Bell Grants Committee member. 

7. Election of New Members 

(a) Ringing Members: 

Nine new ringing members were elected to the Southern District of the Essex Association of Change Ringers as below: 

Adult ringing members 

Shan Stewart of Stanford-le-hope, proposed by Alan Gisby and seconded by Roger Hobson 

Motie Ramballi of Grays, proposed by Simon Ward and seconded by Sarah Barlow 

Shirzai Jan of Grays, proposed by Simon Ward and seconded by Beth Johnson 

Peter Bowden of Leigh-on-Sea, proposed by Anthony Neale and seconded by Bernard Arscott 

The Rev’d Cannon Jonathan Collis of Thorpe Bay proposed by  

Steve Halliwell and seconded by Phil Harrison 

Roger Cotter of Thorpe Bay proposed by Steve Halliwell and seconded by Phil Harrison 

Junior ringing members 

Daniel Ward of Grays, proposed by Simon Ward and seconded by Alan Gisby 

Jacob Ward of Grays, proposed by Simon Ward and seconded by Alan Gisby 

Hannah Brooks of Shenfield, proposed by Emily Brooks and seconded by Mark Robbins 

(b) There were no Friends of the Association elected. 

(c) There were no Non Resident Members elected. 

(d) There were no Ratification of Non Resident Life Members 

8. Report from October Association Management meeting - Steve Nash. See attached 

9. District Calendar for 2020: 

The secretary took the meeting through the Diary for 2020, pointing out that there would only be a full ringers tea at the 

ADM and the method competition in May. Other meetings would have light refreshments during the afternoon/meeting 

and at the Call Change competition in November there would be no service, tea or meeting. The idea is that the extra 
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time would be devoted to more advanced ringing later in the day and/or special workshops. 

Page 2 of the diary shows events to which District members are invited but not run by District officers. If any towers would 

like to add an event to page 2, please advise the secretary who will issue diary updates as necessary and advertise all 

events to the District email list. 

Andrew Beech (North Ockendon) explained about the newly convened Advanced Minor practices, every other month on a 

Monday (see page 2 of Diary). Dedicated methods will be announced although other minor methods will be rung as 

requested. 

The next few events are:  

Thursday 23rd January Surprise practice at Brentwood (CM14 4DF) 7.30pm 

Saturday 15th February District Afternoon practice at South Ockendon (RM15 5EJ) 2.30 to 4.30pm (note earlier start time) 

Monday 17th February Advanced Minor at North Ockendon  (RM14 3QH) 7.45 - 9pm  

Saturday 7th March Learners Practice at South Ockendon 10 - 12noon. 

 

10.  Reduction of number of EACR trustees and the review of the rules 

Colin Chapman took us through the reasons for reducing the number of trustees and how the management structure of the 

Association will look if the changes are approved in May. All details can be found here: https://eacr.org.uk/about/rules/

rules-review.html  

One point that the District needs to consider that if the changes are approved, a District trustee will be needed 

immediately after the AGM. This trustee could be one of the District officers, or could equally be someone else elected to 

the role.  

11. Apologies for Absence - 21 apologies received. 

12. Any Other Business - none 

 

The service collection raised  £157.91 

Raffle raised     £135.00 

Tea raised     £ 204.60 

The meeting closed at 7.55pm 
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District Master’s Report for 2019 

2019 begun the first of our bi-monthly learners practices at South Ockendon, then with my re-election as master of the 

Southern District of the EACR for the 5th consecutive year.  

Our first district surprise practice was in February at Brentwood. The most successful surprise practice was at Prittlewell, 

where we rang surprise royal as well as major. Generally speaking, the surprise practice attendance levels are disappointingly 

low. We ring basic surprise methods such as Cambridge, so please do not avoid these practices because you may think them 

too advanced! 

The March district meeting was held at Basildon; like Prittlewell, another tower and band that regularly host events. Thank 

you! 

In April, we enjoyed a very successful, ‘Quarter Peal day With A Difference’, with all six quarter peal attempts successfully 

rung.  

The district striking competition took place at Stanford-Le-Hope, where five teams entered the competition. First and second 

places were awarded to Prittlewell and Shenfield respectively. 

The district outing was based in Cambridge. It was a beautiful, sunny day. The first tower was Chesterton, where most of us 

chose to leave our cars parked there and board a bus into the city centre. I was having issues with my trousers displaying a 

reluctance to maintain their position, I having temporarily lost weight (again)!), so the purchase of a new belt was made 

before lunch. We made a presentable sound on the 31 1/2cwt eight at OLEM, one of the few Roman Catholic churches to 

possess a ring of bells. Against David Sloman’s advice, we rang at Elmdon. The six bells all swing north-south, the weak 

direction of the tower. I found the oscillation of the tower rather unconventional, but fortunately, the tower did not tip over 

as predicted by the pessimistic Mr. Sloman, so we all lived to tick Elmdon off! 

2019’s Ringing World national Youth Contest was held in Liverpool. I am delighted six members of the district participated in 

this event. Well done!  

We hosted the association striking competition finals; the six bell at Eastwood and the eight bell at Rochford. The Eastwood 

ringers very kindly arranged for us to use the hall only a few months after they hosted the district call-change competition. 

Eastwood being a ground floor ring, enabled efficient turn around for each band. Chelmsford Cathedral band won the 6-bell, 

with Prittlewell and Shenfield placed 5th and 8th respectively. At Rochford, considerable difficulty was experienced by all the 

bands except ours. We rang more accurately than the remaining bands but were placed a very close 2nd after our 

performance was marred by method errors. The south-east district retain the trophy for another year.  

I organised two mini-outings: one in August and another in October. Both were very well supported despite being weekday 

events. We visited some interesting towers in north Essex and Hertfordshire. The highlight must be ringing on the four at 

Langley. Having rung the bells up and rung Plain Bob Minimus, the second band involuntarily begun to ring the bells down 

again! Sometimes, bells require just a tiny little more effort! 

In August, a beginners handbell course was held at Downham, organised by Paul Cammiade. It was a most enjoyable day if 

challenging for those who had never rung handbells before and were faced with multi-task ringing! 

September’s district meeting was at Downham. The meeting was well attended and the Gillett & Johnston six never 

disappoint visiting ringers. During the meeting, I expressed my concern at the modern trend to ‘cartwheel’ leads and said this 

severely disrupted both rhythm and resulted in the ‘concertina effect’. The leading at the post meeting ringing was 

noticeably good! 

I also announced Julia and myself are planning to move, possibly next year, so the district would require a new master. Steve 

Nash also indicated his intention to stand down as education officer.  

In September, a quarter peal of Cambridge Surprise Royal was rung at Canewdon, the first 10-bell quarter on the bells. In 

November, a district band rang a quarter peal of Grandsire Caters. Canewdon bells are available for quarter peal attempts on 

the first Wednesday of each month. Please contact Brian Meldon if you would like to bring a band to ring a quarter peal, but 

please be prepared to remain and assist the local ringers at their practice afterwards. 

District ringers rang quarter peals of PPE (Project Pickled Egg) methods. A project designed to encourage bands to ring 

methods other than the standard eight, and with many of them being arguably an improvement, although just about 

anything is more musical than Pudsey!  
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In November, the call-change competition was held at Leigh-on-Sea. Brian Meads judged the competition in which eight 

teams competed. The winners were Prittlewell C. The revised rules enabled some towers to enter two teams, with some 

ringers taking part in both, but ringing different bells. Please study the revised rules and I would hope to see an even greater 

number of entrants in the 2020 competition. 

In June, Vic Dale, a long standing member of the South Weald band died. Vic learned to ring at Bentley Common in 1950. Vic 

was an accomplished ringer and rang 166 peals and around 1500 quarter peals. Sadly, his wife Dorothy died just two 

months later. Their funerals were held at South Weald and both are interred there. In October, Bernard Sadler died. 

Bernard had learnt to ring in 1943, became tower captain at Prittlewell around 1960 and held this post for at least 35 years. 

Bernard and Josie were globe trotters and rang at towers all over the world.  

I would like to thank everyone who participated in a district event. I would also like to thank the towers who kindly hosted 

events.  

I have enjoyed my five years as master, and if it were not for our intention to move, I would have been content to remain in 

office. I will assist my successor in any way I am able. I wish my successor every success and offer my support whilst they 

become accustomed to the role of master. 

Finally, I would like to thank the deputy master, Steve Nash, the secretary, Beth Johnson, Anne Porter, our treasurer, Helen 

Harpole for editing the excellent district newsletter, Andrew Beech for organising the annual ‘quarter peal day with a 

difference, and finally but not least, my wife, Julia for her support during an exceptionally busy year.  

Nigel Taylor 

District Secretary’s Report for 2019 

Our Annual District Meeting was held at Prittlewell when 62 members and 6 visitors attended. Through the year we had 
had other District meetings at Basildon in March (32 attended ), Downham in September (27 attended) and Leigh on Sea 
in November (35 attended). It might be interesting to note that attendances are roughly in line with the past 5 years 
averages being 60.4 (ADM), 29.4 (slightly depressed due to snow in 2018), 27.6 and 35.8 respectively. Total membership 
numbers are relatively steady. 

The District 6 bell striking competition was held in May at Stanford le Hope where 5 teams took part. They were 
Shenfield, Langdon Hills, Prittlewell, Downham and a scratch band. The District Trophy was presented to Prittlewell 
(again) with Shenfield second (for the first time).  

In June we held a District Outing to Cambridge, and mini outings were also held by the Master in August and October to 
NW Essex/Hertfordshire. 

There were eight teams in the Call Change competition in November which was held at Leigh on Sea. Due to new rules 
that had been the result of discussion during the year, extra teams entered,  especially as ringers can now ring in two 
teams. The teams included a Juniors+1, with a junior acting as the conductor.  First place went to Prittlewell C, with St 
Clements Clangers second and  Leigh Dodgers third, showing the benefit of putting in home bands. The judge was Brian 
Meads, and his helpful comments on competition ringing were much appreciated.  

District Afternoon practices were held at Grays in February and Canewdon in October. 

We have been continuing bi-monthly Surprise practices spread around the district and throughout the week. 
Attendances remain variable but a dedicated Project Pickled Egg method is now rung at each practice. 

Learners practices at South Ockendon continue on the first Saturday of every other month and these have now become 
well established and appreciated by those students who attend, supported by a group of helpers and run by the 
Education Officer. 

The “Quarter Peal with a Difference Day” again took place in April, organised by Andrew Beech. Six out of six quarters 
were scored with two ‘firsts’. These days are an excellent introduction to ringing quarters away from a home tower, and 
with a band that a ringer may not be familiar with - a great confidence booster.  

Three members of the District died this year: Vic and Dorothy Dale, and Bernard Sadler. They were all extremely active 
ringers in their day, and well-regarded members of the District.  

We are proud to have a group of young members progressing in their ringing and representing the District in Essex 
events. A quarter peal by an all-under 18 band was scored at the first attempt at Shenfield in October, with Sam Beech 
conducting. 
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Ten District ringers have now embarked on ART training and several have either gained accreditation as Ringing 
Teachers or are on the pathway. 

Thanks to all the towers who hosted events this year especially Downham standing in at late notice, and equally thanks 

to towers being so accommodating in planning the diary for 2020. 

Beth Johnson 

Treasurer’s Report for 2019 

As always, I would like to thank all the members of the Southern District for the prompt payment of their subscriptions 

and their help in sorting out any queries in connection with these.  Also, I would like to thank Nigel & Beth (our District 

Master and District Secretary) for their support and guidance and finally Andrew Brewster the Association Treasurer. 

I have prepared the Income & Expenditure Account for the District on the same basis as in previous years (see 

attached). 

The General Fund which is mainly Membership fees is £12 less than last year.  In 2019 we elected      16 new ringing 

members of which 3 were juniors.  5 ringing members have allowed their membership to lapse, i.e. membership fees 

have not been paid by 31st December and they are therefore regarded as having withdrawn from the Association.  If full 

payment, arrears for 2019 and 2020 fees are received by 30th April, then the lapsed member can be re-admitted 

without the need for re-election. 

The District currently has 192 ringing members (including paid life), 13 juniors (under 18s), 14 life members, 2 LVPs and 

5 friends.  These figures include memberships paid directly to the Association. 

The total income to the Bell Restoration / Training account increased over 2018 by just under £57.  

Please note that any donations reported in the District Income & Expenditure Account are those that go via the District 

Treasurer.  Any donations made directly to the Association Treasurer (e.g. made at the AGM) are reported in the main 

EACR accounts. 

A reminder, subscriptions for 2020 are due on the 1st January and must be paid by the 30th April.  As last year, 

membership fees are £8 for Ringing members and £4 for both Juniors (aged less than 18 years on 1st January) and 

Friends. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and healthy 2020 and to continue to enjoy your ringing. 

Anne Porter, Southern District Treasurer, January 2020 
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 Report on the Management Meeting - 05-Oct-2019 - Steve Nash 
 

The AGM will be on the late May Bank Holiday Mon 25 May 2020 this year due to VE Day affecting the Early May Bank 
Holiday. 

 
The PRO account has been dormant for sometime so is being merged into the General fund. 

 
Two large bequests to the EACR are being processed by executors from the estates of Donald Heath and David Cobb. 

The likely income from these bequests will mean our total income will be over a £250k threshold, which means 
we will require qualified independent examiners for the year when the income arrives. This is being explored. 
Also, by default bequests go into the Bell Restoration Account, this might need to be made unrestricted. 

 
The plaque on the 8 bell trophy is to be redone. Modifications are being investigated for the 6 bell trophy to make it 

lighter.  
 

Rule changes to reduce the number of trustees: we have far too many and there will be a presentation at this meeting 
to give more details.  

 
The modifications of EACR memorial at Chelmsford Cathedral to include additional names, is progressing, it is hoped 

to get this completed in time for Nov 2020 as this will be 100 years since it was first installed.  
 

Health and Safety Guidelines, as a result of Cathryn Corns report from the Tony Lowe incident, have been distributed. 
 

Grants -  
 

Braintree - £3,300 for rehang 
Bentley Common - £270 grant plus £214 interim loan for the VAT 
Waltham Abbey - EACR upper limit £12k. Now paying £7,614 plus inscriptions for the 7th which is cracked - 
recast in memory of 4 LVPs, John Armstrong, Don Cobb, Peter Eves and Adrian Semken. 
The 6th is also being recast in memory of Peter Laws, Owen Webster and Neville Unwin, this is being funded 
separately.  
Kelvedon - Taylor’s have agreed to fix the frame, however, the 4th is now cracked and needs recasting or a 
new bell. The frame will be fixed by Taylor’s so long as they 4th is done at the same time. This requires an 
additional funds which the tower do not have. A decision was made at the management meeting in October, 
which was based on incorrect information, therefore a new proposal will be put forward at the next 
Management Meeting in February. 

 
EACR Training Day 23-Nov-2019 helpers being asked for.  

 
Essex Course Review - report was received 

 
Education grants are available for funding ART training as well as places on the Essex Course 

 
Essex Young Ringers - on 04-Apr-2020 Essex are hosting South East England Contest SEECON - up to £500 costs 

approved 
 

RWNYC 4-Jul-2020 being held in York. Up to £1000 costs approved 
 

Ridgman Trophy 2020 - 13 June at Boston, Lincolnshire  
 

Essex Trophy 2020 - 12 September at Ashford, Kent 
 

2021 District ADMs to be moved one week later due to there being five Saturdays in January 2020. So our ADM 2021 
will be on the 4th Saturday - 23-Jan-2021 

 
EACR Carol Service on 7-Dec-2019 at Coggeshall was well represented by the district.  
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Tutor Groups ranging from Bell-
handling to Calling & 
Conducting. 
 
Other ringing related lectures 
may also include: raising and 
lowering, calling simple touches, 
and achieving good striking - 
available to students and 
helpers. 

Essex Ringing 
Course 

Online applications are preferred. Please see 
the link on the EACR website at 
www.eacr.org.uk/course 
  
For a postal application form, send C5 
stamped self-addressed envelope to Anne 
Bray, 7 D’Arcy Close, Kirby Cross, Essex,  
 
Closing Date Friday 21st February 2020 

Date: 16th—18th April 2020 

Based at The Honywood School, 
Coggeshall 

Helpers are required for each 
group, 
 

Helpers, please apply online using the link 
on the EACR website at 
www.eacr.org.uk/course 
 


