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EssEx AssociAtion of chAngE RingERs      no. 152 mARch 2018

NEWSLETTER
southERn DistRict

see  
minutes 

attached from 
annual  
district 
meeting

2017 was my third year as district master. in some 
ways, it was the saddest, as we lost several members 
during the year. from a personal perspective, 2017 
saw my long service at the Whitechapel Bellfoundry 
conclude when the company’s mounting debts forced 
its closure. however, i am thoroughly enjoying my 
new status as a consultant; the only real drawback is 
that i am frequently away on business, so unable to 
attend weekday practices. as a result, i have failed to 
attend a weekday practice at every tower in the district, 
although i have rung at all the towers 
with just one exception. now that i 
have settled into my new occupation, 
i should be able to visit several towers 
during the weeks when i am at home; 
that is the plan at least!

We held our annual district meeting 
at Basildon, and our march meeting 
was at canewdon. langdon hills 
was a very welcome venue for the 
district striking competition. We 
were provided with an exceptionally 
interesting tea, and i discovered how 
excellent rye bread tastes (thank you 
cathryn corns!). langdon hills won 
the competition, and were placed 
third in the final which was held at 
colne engaine. the district eight bell 
competition was held at earls colne, 
where we managed only joint third 
on this hard going Warner eight. the bells are also very 
indistinct in the ringing chamber which increased the 
challenge!

the ‘Quarter Peal day With a difference’ was once again 
organised by andrew Beech. it is unfortunate that his 
hard work in organising this enjoyable event proved 
so unrewarding; the event was poorly supported, and 
quite a number of ringers only committed themselves 
very shortly before the event. nonetheless, i for one 
thoroughly enjoyed the day, even though i was in the 
one quarter peal that had to be stood up!

the district outing, i am delighted to say, was by far 
the most well attended that i have organised since 
becoming district master three years ago. We visited 
several towers in suffolk, centred around sudbury and 
finishing not too far away at castle hedingham. 

in the latter part of the 
year, we held a meeting 
at great Wakering, held 
the call-change striking 
competition at south 
ockendon, and the 
annual district carol 
service was at shenfield. 
like many events, the 
call-change competition 

entries 
fluctuate wildly from year to year: last year 
there were eight teams, this year, there were 
just four. however, i was very pleased that 
south ockendon entered a band; well done!

the bi-monthly learners practices at south 
ockendon have been well supported 
and enjoyable. the local ringers provide 
refreshments, and there is always a jolly 
atmosphere.

the bi-monthly surprise practices suffer 
from fluctuating attendances and an 
unwillingness to progress much beyond 
the standard eight. however, i am going to 
suggest special methods during the year,  
as i do not give up lightly! if anyone would 
wish to ring a particular method, please let 
me know.

i would like to thank all the towers that 
hosted an event for the district last year, and especially 
thank all those who provided tea and organised access, 
services, organists, clergy.

i would also like to thank alison for continuing to 
discharge her responsibilities as secretary; to steve for 
all his support as deputy master; to anne for taking 
care of our finances; to Beth for continuing to edit and 
publish our excellent quarterly newsletter; and a thank 
you to andrew for organising the quarter peal day.

i would also like to add my special thanks to all those 
who rang to celebrate our wedding, and for the good 
wishes that Julia and myself have received.

2018 is already upon us. i hope that collectively, we 
make this a successful and enjoyable year for the 
district.

    nigel taylor

District Master’s report for 2017
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UpcoMing 
events

NAVESTOCK MONTHLY PRACTICE 
NIGHTS, START FRIDAY 16TH 
MARCH - SEE POSTER ATTACHED

sAtuRDAy 17th mARch  
district meeting at orsett (rm16 
3er). ringing from 3pm, service, 
tea & meeting follow. names for 
tea please to Vicky Pegram by 
thursday 15th march – phone 
01375 404931, texts only on  
07930 125061 or email her on  
victoria.pegram24@gmail.com

sAtuRDAy 24th mARch 
district surprise Practice 3-5pm 
grays. note this is a weekend not 
a normal weeknight practice. 
special method hughenden. all 
competent and aspiring surprise 
ringers welcome.

sunDAy 24th mARch  
essex Young ringers practice at 
galleywood, 4.30 to 6pm. recent 
eYr practices have been well 
attended by up to 20 juniors. all 
essex juniors welcome. come and 
make some ringing friends.

thuRs- sAtuRDAy 5-7 ApRil  
essex ringing course based at 
coggeshall. helpers needed. if you 
haven’t helped in the past, and 
even if you can only do one day 
hilary donoghue would like to 
hear from you: norseyhound@aol.
com if you’re already on hilary’s 
list, she’ll be in touch soon. 

sAtuRDAy 5th mAy 
next district learners practice at 
south ockendon 10-12noon. 

sAtuRDAy 19th mAy striking 
competiton (method) at fobbing 
draw 5pm. look out for alison’s 
emails re arrangements.

DistRict outing 
the date of the district outing is 
now on saturday 23rd June.

mAstER  
nigel taylor 
(downham)  
10 teignmouth drive, 
rayleigh, essex,  
ss6 9Pf 
tel: 01268 783792 
mob: 07825810847 
s-district-master@ 
eacr.org.uk

DEputy mAstER  
steve nash 
(fobbing and  
langdon hills) 
2 Woodview,  
langdon hills,  
essex  ss16 6tZ 
tel:  01268 490061 
s-district-deputymaster@ 
eacr.org.uk 

sEcREtARy 
Alison nash  
2 Woodview,  
langdon hills,  
essex  ss16 6tZ 
tel:  01268 490061 
s-district-secretary@ 
eacr.org.uk

tREAsuRER     
Anne porter   
(Prittlewell) 
25 Barnstaple road, 
southend  
essex  ss1 3PB   
tel: 01702 582881  
s-district-treasurer@
eacr.org.uk

EDucAtion 
officER  
steve nash 
2 Woodview,  
langdon hills,  
essex  ss16 6tZ 
tel:  01268 490061 
stevejnash@yahoo.co.uk

CoNTaCTS

BoB DoUBles training Day
on saturday 10th february south ockendon tower held a Bob doubles day. 
We are all fairly new ringers and we are struggling to make progress as a 
tower since we are all learning at the same time. the learners’ Practices that 
are held bimonthly are essential to us but as they are open to all learners in 
the district we are not making very rapid progress. 

steve nash and nigel taylor offered us a dedicated day to support our 
needs and this was arranged for 10th february. We began the day with 
a little bit of theory about Bob doubles which gave us all a greater 
understanding of what we were about to undertake. We then got ringing. 
after a quick refreshment break, the ringing continued. We all found it very 
intense and nerve-wracking, afraid of making a mistake and wasting the 
helpers’ time. We were assured that mistakes were normal, and it was meant 
to be fun!

We went to the mardyke golf club for lunch and then continued for the 
afternoon. at the end of the day we were all mentally and physically 
exhausted, but we had all learned a lot. confidence had grown and we all 
said we now needed another practice to consolidate 

what we had done. We would like 
to extend our thanks to those 
helpers who came to support us. 
Without them it would not have 
been possible. if other towers 
have needs like us, i would like to 
suggest that they get in touch with 
either steve or nigel and arrange 
something similar. 

thank you to all who supported us 
on 10th february and can we do it 
again please?

 cathy merivale
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downham, st margaret
tuesday, 2 January in 41 mins
1260 Buxton Bob minor

1 William Beech
2 samuel Beech
3 clare Beech
4 James laken
5 John harpole (c)
6 andrew Beech
1st blows in method - 2, 3  
and 4

eastwood
st laurence and all saints
tuesday, 2 January in 40 mins
1260 doubles
(3m: 480 st simons,  
480 st martins, 300 Plain Bob)

1 clare Beech
2 William Beech
3 John harpole
4 samuel Beech
5 andrew Beech (c)
6 James laken
25th quarter - 4.  
1st multi-method quarter - 2

special ringing 
south ockendon 

sunday, 31 december 2017  
5088 spliced surprise major

2 methods: 3264 Yorkshire, 1824 
rutland. 47 com, 78cru's, all the 

work. composed by John r ridley
1 helen harpole
2 John g harpole
3 Josh l harris
4 Paul J Bloomfield
5 Jonathan c mills
6 clare m merivale
7 stephen J nash
8 clive J stephenson (c)
rung to welcome 2018.

first spliced surprise major - 3,5 
& 6. first Rutland - 3,5 & 6.
first yorkshire - 3.

Quarter peal to congratulate Nigel and 
Julia on their wedding and to welcome in 

the New Year at Rayleigh,  
Monday, 1 January 2018  

1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major
1 James Laken 
2 Julia Taylor
3 Lydia Roberts
4 Jillian Laken
5 Steve Halliwell
6 Nick Allen
7 Nigel Taylor
8 John Harpole (C)

rung by members of the 
ladies guild, eastern district 

to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the passing of 

the representation of the 
People act on  

6th february 1918  
by which women in the  

united Kingdom first got the 
right to vote. 

West Wratting, 
cambridgeshire

saturday, 17 february 2018
1260 single canterbury 

Pleasure Bob minor

1 alwyn Brock
2 Wendy godden
3 linda Bullough
4 Joanne rutter

5 Janet garnett (c)
6 marina Warner

new year, new challenges
What better way to start 2018 than with some impressive firsts? on 
January 2nd the redoutable Beeches plus friends rang two quarters 
which featured several firsts.  clare, samuel and Jim laken all rang 
their first Buxton Bob minor at downham (one for some other people’s 
firsts perhaps?). they then went on to eastwood, where sam rang his 
25th quarter, and William his first in mixed methods.  Was there a ‘good 
lunch’ somewhere in between?

doWnham

eastWood
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are you on the 
southern district’s 

email list?  
if you are but have changed your 
email address, or you want to be 
added to the list, please contact 
your district secretary,  Alison 
nash on: alison1nash@yahoo.
co.uk or s-district-secretary@eacr.
org.uk or give her a ring on   
01268 490061!

NEWSLETTERS
Please send any reports, 
pictures, notices etc., to Beth 
Johnson at bethjohnson6710@
gmail.com, or post to 67 London 
Road Brentwood  
CM14 4NN.

newsletters are distributed in 
february, June, august, october 
and december – copy date for 
each at the beginning of the 
respective month. copies are 
sent to tower correspondents, 
preferably by email, and to all 
members who have supplied 
their email address.  
Any member may request a  
copy via email by contacting  
Beth or the District secretary.

RINGING aCHIEVEMENTS
CONGRATULATIONS TO... 
Alwyn Brock for her 100th 
quarter, which was at shenfield, 
on sunday, 21 January 1260 
mixed doubles (4 methods) 
120 spliced st simon’s and st 
martin’s, 240 st simon’s, 240 
st martin’s, 240 grandsire, 420 
Plain Bob doubles 1 susan V 
gilder 2 alwyn Brock 3 Beth 
Johnson (c) 4 ian P stockwell  
5 mark robbins 6 chris Bailey

William Beech for his first 
quarter on 8; and samuel for 
his first grandsire triples at fobbing, on tuesday, 26 december 2017 1288 
grandsire triples 1 William Beech  2 samuel Beech 3 Julia taylor 4 nigel 
taylor 5 andy martin 6 andrew Beech 7 stephen nash (c) 8 clare Beech 

John harpole for his 400th QP as conductor and Ros skipper for her 
first of lincolnshire at rayleigh on sunday, 28 January 1250 lincolnshire 
surprise major  1 clare Beech 2 ros skipper 3 hilary donoghue  
4 lydia roberts 5 James laken 6 stephen nash 7 nick allen   
8 John harpole (c) specially arranged as a welcome to the revd david 
oxtoby and his wife christina.

William Beech again for his first inside on triples at hornchurch on 
sunday, 18 february 1260 Plain Bob triples – 1 John W stephenson  
2 William Beech 3 samuel Beech 4 helen J carter 5 andrew Beech  
6 gavin s carpenter 7 clive J stephenson (c) 8 alan s m street

Alwyn Brock, Alan gisby and Andy martin for their first in variation  
at langdon hills, on sunday, 18 february – 1320 april day doubles  
1 david Buckley 2 alwyn Brock 3 alan gisby 4 andy martin  
5 stephen nash (c) 

caption coMpetition!

so, what was being said between 
the nashes at the Bob doubles day 
at south ockendon? answers to 
the editor please:
bethjohnson6710@gmail.com

You will probably be aware from emails, social media and the ringing 
World, that the central council has been working hard to progress the 
mandate for reform agreed last may at edinburgh, in order to deliver better 
services that benefit ringers and ringing.

a pre-requisite of these efforts is the work to revise the council’s rules to 
give life to the proposals for reform which were agreed in may. this has 
now been completed and sent to the charity commission for their formal 
approval.  

christopher o’mahony, President states, “in my view [the rulebook] delivers 
on the reforms agreed at edinburgh and achieves our aim to create an 
organisation fit for the challenges of the 21st century...the new rulebook 
has been through an extensive process of review, does not affect your 
representation and will not, so far as we can see, require changes to your 
society’s constitution.”

information is being provided direct to districts and individual ringers by 
email, and via the cccBr website along with articles in the ringing World. 
this is to encouage all ringers to feel a sense of “ownership” with the new 
rulebook, so that council representative(s) can come to the lancaster 
meeting in may prepared to vote in its favour.

for more information, follow the link https://cccbr.org.uk/about/reform/
rules for all the relevant documents, as well as a growing body of 
“frequently asked questions”.

central coUncil rUles reforM
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ringing reMeMBers

are you aware of the ringing remembers campaign? 

to commemorate the 1400 bell ringers who died in the 
first World War, the cccBr, together with the Big ideas 
company, and the ministry of housing, communities & 
local government, have launched a new campaign to 
recruit 1400 new bell ringers. this is a call out to all of us 
and an opportunity for everyone, a chance to make our 
wonderful ancient tradition open to all.

BElls RAng out foR thE ARmisticE
When the bells rang out on the 11th november 1918 
they announced the end of the most catastrophic 
war the world had yet seen. at the time, bells were at 
the heart of the community, marking events of great 
significance and communicating to people long before 
modern technology connected us. Bellringing has 
always had a much wider function than its role in the 
church, but most of us today are not aware of its broad 
and inclusive service.

BEll RingERs lost thEiR livEs
many bell ringers joined the war effort, and many lost 
their lives. Just after the war, the central council of 
church Bell ringers wrote to all bell towers to compile 
the roll of honour. at the time 1077 men were reported 
as lost. more recent research has uncovered a further 
300 ringers who died in service. in total some 1400 bell 
ringers lost their lives in the great War. a loss to their 
families, their towers and their communities.

Join thE pRoJEct
if you are a new ringer who started since november 
2017, sign up to the programme. if you would like to use 
the project to recruit ringers, see the website: 

uk/2018/02/13/new-ringing-remembers-site-now-live/

there are various resources here. if you want help 
with publicity at all - contacting local press or radio for 
example, just let me know.  

  Beth Johnson

 bethjohnson6710@gmail.com 

notes froM the feBrUary 
ManageMent Meeting

• Agm  monday 7 may 2018  chelmsford cathedral
 ringing from 09:30am service touch 10:15am
 service 10:30am Preacher archdeacon of Barking
  followed by the agm
one nomination for master = andrew Kelso of   
      goldhanger
still require an additional independent examiner
there will be a motion presented to convert the current 
education fund, which is currently a capital fund 
that receives income only from interest, into a more 
traditional recruitment and training fund. this will 
mean that the money can be better used than in its 
existing set up.
afternoon ringing is in the south Western district
• Kelvedon – ongoing issue with the frame; hoping to 
move forward shortly
Bradwell-on-sea - successful augmentation to 8 
and their Bell restoration grant has been paid after 
inspection
• EAcR training Day saturday 25 november 2018 will 
be in the southern district again, following a mix up 
with the district rota
• Essex Ringing course 5-7 april 2018 has been well 
over subscribed. We are also hoping to run a ‘ringing 
remembers’ group of students who have never rung 
before. this is connected to a recruitment drive in 
celebration of 100 years since the armistice on  
11th november 2018
• striking competition Rules have been adjusted 
to clarify the situation with regard to teams who are 
eligible for the final, but are not able to take part. this 
will specifically allow those finishing third etc to take 
part in the final instead of the informal arrangement at 
the moment.
• EAcR Wide call change competition - being taken 
forward by district masters, led by andrew Bond (sW). 
they will be looking at a suitable date and set of rules. 
eligibility would be along the lines of the current 
district call change competition winners and runners 
up etc. this way it means that it does not matter when 
each district has their call change competition, they 
will still be able to put teams forward.
• cccBR Ringing Remembers campaign aims to 
recruit 1400 ringers by 11th november 2018. districts 
might like to arrange ringing and or Quarter Peal weeks 
around this date.
• European general Data protection Regulations 
(gdPr) comes into force in may 2018, a sub-committee 
has been setup to look at the eacr compliance with 
these regulations. 
• Ringing World national youth contest takes place 
this year in london on 7 July 2018, our essex Young 
eagles are taking part and the committee has given 
approval to the Youth coordinator of a budget of £500 
to go towards expenses.
     steve nash
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2018 QUarter peal Day (with-a-Difference)
this year’s Quarter Peal day will be based at EAstWooD on saturday 21st April starting at 10:00am.

for the last three years this event was been enjoyable and a great success with a variety of quarter peals being 
scored - even some ‘firsts’. however, we still haven’t yet managed a full-house of successful quarters! 

so, what’s it all about then i hear you cry? Well, if you’re new to this event, the idea is a bit of a social event as well 
as to encourage ringers to ring with other people in the district and to have a bit of fun!

here’s how it works:

everyone meets at EAstWooD at 10:00am.  to start with, the towers are drawn at random.

ringers then have their names put into a pot, and quarter peal bands are formed by names drawn at random to 
ring at the towers in the order that they were drawn, (those that only ring the treble or tenor behind can still take 
part, just let me know beforehand).

the bands may need a little massaging, for example, to allow each band to have a conductor.

each band makes their way to their allotted tower to ring their quarter peal. (Towers no further than 30 mins drive 
from the base tower). car share where possible so you should only need to take a couple of cars.

the bands then decide amongst themselves what method they will ring and who will be the conductor. the choice 
of method will take into account the abilities of all the band members. lunch at a local pub.

all return to EAstWooD for 2:00pm where the successful quarter peals are recorded and the random draws are 
done again for the afternoon quarters.

towers and ringers are drawn at random in the same way as the morning session but for the afternoon quarter 
peal bands. each band then makes their way to their afternoon tower to ring their quarter peal. car share again 
where possible.

methods and conductors are decided again also.

following the afternoon quarter peals, everyone returns to EAstWooD for 4:30pm where the successful 
afternoon quarter peals are recorded and well earned cups of tea & coffee and cake are consumed!

so, the planned schedule for the day is...:

10:00 meet/start at EAstWooD
10:00-10:30 draws made for morning QP bands
10:30 Bands leave for morning towers
11:00-12:00 Ring morning Qp
12:00-1:30 team lunch at pub
2:00 all meet back at the base tower (tbc)
2:00-2:30 draws made for afternoon QP bands
2:30 Bands leave for afternoon towers
3:00-4:00 Ring afternoon Qp
4:30 all meet back at EAstWooD for tea/cake

there will be a small cost of £2.50 per person per quarter peal - this is to cover tower donations (£2 per rope for the 
tower) and if the quarter peal is successful, 50p for the ringing World.

Please let me know if you would like to take part by giving me your name, home tower, and contact details (either 
email, mobile or landline) by saturday 7th April, or preferably as soon as possible. 

Want to take part but you only ring the treble or tenor behind? that’s no problem, just let me know. similarly, if you 
only want to ring in one quarter peal just let me know which half of the day (am or pm) you can make.

i can be contacted as follows: andrewbeech1@yahoo.co.uk, 07957 384764 or landline 01708 440939

additionally, if you can provide a cake for the after-ringing “bring-and-share-cake-fest” at the end of the day, that 
would be very much appreciated!  in previous years we have had a lot of cake so there’s no need to go overboard - 
we just need a little nourishment after a hard days ring! 

look forward to hearing from you – you won’t want to miss it! 

         andrew Beech



Essex Association of Change Ringers 
Southern District 

MINUTES 
Meeting at South Weald           

Saturday  20th January 2018 

1. Welcome and Thanks 

The Master, Nigel Taylor, welcomed all present and invited everyone to print their 
name in the attendance book.  There were 67 members present, including 
visitors – Vicki and Colin Chapman (Chelmsford), Andrew Brewster (Association 
Treasurer - Writtle) and Christina Brewster (Youth Coordinator with the bookstall 
- Writtle), Rhona McEune (Association Secretary) and Jim Laken (Woodford).   

The Master thanked Rev. Jane Bradbury for taking the service and for the use of 
their bells, Julia Reynolds and her family for making the arrangements for the 
ADM and the South Weald Mothers Union for the wonderful tea. 

The service touch was Grandsire Triples rung by William Beech, Barbara Leigh, 
Steve Nash, Samuel Beech, Clare Beech, John Cousins, John Harpole (c) and 
Nigel Taylor. 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The Minutes of the District Meeting held at South Ockendon on 18th November 
2017 were printed in the December 2017 Newsletter (No. 151), sent to those on 
the Secretary’s email lists and circulated at the meeting.  There being no 
amendments they were signed as a true copy. 

3. Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising. 

4. Correspondence 

An email had been received from Rhona McEune, Association Secretary, 
concerning the election of Association Officer at the Annual General Meeting on 
Monday 1st May.  Nominations for Master, Secretary, Treasurer, 3 Property 
Trustees, Public Relations Officer, Technical Advisor, Education Officer and 2 
Independent Examiners need to reach Rhona by 1st February.  John Harpole, 
Association Master, and Richard Dunhill, Independent Examiner, will not be 
standing for re-election. 

A proposal for Association Master has been received.  Andrew Kelso from 
Goldhanger, South East District.  Proposed by David Sparling and seconded by 
Paul Cammiade.  Paul spoke briefly on Andrew.  Paul said Andrew is originally 
from Scotland and is a Consultant Neurologist at the Royal London Hospital.  Full 
proposer and seconder remarks can be heard at the Annual General Meeting at 
Chelmsford Cathedral on Monday 7th May. 

5. Reports 

(a) The Master, Nigel Taylor, presented his report and stated it would be 
published in the next district Newsletter and it is also attached to these 
Minutes. 



(b) The Secretary, Alison Nash, presented her report for 2017 and it is 
attached to  these Minutes.   The 2018 District Diary is also attached to these 
Minutes. 

(c) The Treasurer, Anne Porter, also presented her report and it is also 
attached to these Minutes.  

6. Election of New Members 

(a) Ringing Members: 

Twelve new ringing members were elected to the Southern District of the Essex 
Association of Change Ringers as below: 

Ms Songul Koz of Grays.  Proposed by Simon Ward, seconded by Andy Martin. 
Shane Richards of Ingrave.  Proposed by Wendy Olley, seconded by Jackie 
Channa. 
Stephen Moss of South Benfleet.  Proposed by David Roberts, seconded by Terry 
Babbage. 
Jennifer Ansell of Downham.  Proposed by Linda Stewart, seconded by Hilary 
Donoghue. 
Emily Brooks (Junior Member) of Shenfield.  Proposed by Beth Johnson, 
seconded by Sue Gilder. 
Emily Willson (Junior Member) of Brentwood.  Proposed by Chris Bailey, 
seconded by Beth Johnson. 
Vernon Amor of Basildon.  Proposed by John Harpole, seconded by Peter 
Sloman. 
Ryan Faulkner-Hatt (Junior Member) of Prittlewell.  Proposed by Peter Sloman, 
seconded by Sarah Chin-a-Loye. 
David Thorpe of Stanford-le-Hope.  Proposed by Peter Sloman, seconded by 
Martin Newman. 
Gerry Thornton of Prittlewell.  Proposed by Peter Sloman, seconded by Martin 
Newman. 
Billie Thornton of Prittlewell. Proposed by Peter Sloman, seconded by Martin 
Newman. 
John Watkins of Prittlewell.  Proposed by Peter Sloman, seconded by Martin 
Newman. 

(b) There were no Friends of the Association elected. 

(c) There were no Non Resident Members elected. 

(d) Ratification of Non Resident Life Member as follows: 

Josh Harris of Ilminster, Somerset.  Proposed by Clare Merivale, seconded by 
Jonathan Mills., both of South Ockendon.  Josh was elected prior to a peal of 
Spliced Surprise Major at South Ockendon on 31st December 2017. 

Before a peal is rung the band decides which Association the peal is rung for.  If 
a peal is rung for the Essex Association and a member of the band is not a 
member of the Essex Association they are elected for membership there and 
then as a Non Resident Life Member.  This membership must be ratified at the 
next District Meeting along with the adult fee – currently £8.  See Rule 8.2(d) on 
the Association website and in the 2015 Annual Report. 

7. Election of District Officers 

John Harpole as Association Master took the chair for the elections. 



(a) Honorary Officers (members of the EACR Management Team) 

(i) Nigel Taylor was proposed as Master by David Sloman and seconded by 
Penny Sloman and was re-elected. 

(ii) Stephen Nash was proposed as Deputy Master by Bill Hindley and 
seconded by Penny Sloman and was re-elected. 

(iii) Alison Nash was proposed as Secretary by Anne Dorking and seconded by 
Lydia Roberts and was re-elected. 

(iv) Anne Porter was proposed as Treasurer by Alison Nash and seconded by 
Barbara Leigh.  

(b) Other District Appointments 

(i) Stephen Nash was proposed as District Education Officer by Sue Gilder 
and seconded by Chris Bailey and was re-elected. 

(ii) Beth Johnson was proposed as Public Relations Officer by Barbara Leigh 
and seconded by Ros Skipper and was re-elected. 

(iii) Beth Johnson was proposed as Newsletter Editor by John Harpole and 
seconded by Paul Cammiade and was re-elected. 

(iv)    Stephen Nash was proposed as Bell Grants Committee member by Julia 
Taylor and seconded by Lyn Benson and was re-elected. 

8. Discussion on Call Change Competition – Association Final 

John Harpole, in his present role as Association Master, spoke to the members 
about the possibility of a Call Change Competition Association Final. 

He explained that in October 2017 he was a judge at the South West Call 
Change Competition where it was suggested we should have an Association final 
of this competition. 

Although initially it sounds a good idea there are a few things to consider 
namely: 

Criteria – For example the North West and our rules are completely different.  
Who would be allowed to be in the team?  Would peal ringers be able to form a 
band?  Would the Essex Young Ringers be able to enter a band?  Some Districts 
have a total of 5 minutes ringing whilst others have 8 minutes.  John asked the 
meeting to have a think about this before the next District Meeting on Saturday 
17th March.  The secretary asked if anyone has any ideas please email her direct 
then this could be brought to the March District Meeting.  Note:  As of 29th 
January 2018 no emails have been received. 

9. Quarter Peal Day – Saturday 21st April 

The Quarter Peal day last year was not very well supported.  Andrew Beech 
organised this and most people did not inform him until 3 or 4 days before the 
event that they would like to attend.  Obviously, towers have to be organised in 
advance and for people to commit to this day with less than a week to go was 
pretty poor.  Those at the meeting were asked if they still wished to support this 
event and 15 people said they would. 



Andrew explained what happened on a Quarter Peal Day: 

First suggestion: Same as previous years.  We meet at the base tower at 10am 
where the Quarter Peal teams are formed by picking names out of the pot at 
random.  Teams travel to their morning towers, which have also been picked at 
random from a selected few, and ring their Quarter Peal.   Teams have lunch at a 
local pub.  Everyone meets back at the base tower at 2pm to repeat the process 
for the afternoon quarters. At the end of the day everyone meets back at the 
base tower for tea and cake. 

Second suggestion:  One tower is picked and people make their own bands and 
are given a time when they are to arrive for their quarter peal and then leave. 

Third suggestion:  All those wishing to take part give their names to Andrew and 
he sends them to a particular tower in an arranged band. 

The initial idea of a Quarter Peal Day was that it would be a more sociable day 
as in the first suggestion.  Any suggestions or comments to Alison Nash, District 
Secretary or Nigel Taylor, District Master, as soon as possible.  Note: As of 29th 
January no emails have been received. 

10. District Programme 

The next few District events are: 

Wednesday 14th February – District Surprise Practice at Thorpe Bay, 7.30-9pm.  
Special method is Hughenden Surprise Major.  
Saturday 17th February – District Afternoon Practice at Rayleigh, 2-4pm.  Please 
note change of time. 
Saturday 3rd March – District Learners Practice at South Ockendon. 10am to 
12noon. 
Saturday 17th March – District Meeting at Orsett.  3pm start. 

11. Association Training Day – Saturday 24th November 

The District Secretary advised the meeting that we will be hosting the 
Association Training Day for 2018.  Before anything can be arranged she needs 
to know what the District’s members would like to have in the course.  Do we 
need a Plain Bob, Grandsire, Treble Bob course?  What are the needs of the 
District?  Please contact Alison as soon as possible with your suggestions. 

12. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from 16 members.  A record of apologies can be found 
in the Attendance Book. 

13. Any Other Business 

Thursday 5th to Saturday 7th April – Essex Ringing Course based at Honywood 
School, Coggeshall.  The closing date for applications is Friday 9th February.  
Forms can be printed from the Association website.  If you would like to help on 
a half day, a full day or all three days then please contact Hilary Donoghue at 
email “norseyhound@aol.com” or phone on 01277 656346 or 07540 066789.  All 
students and helpers can attend any talk/seminar taking place throughout the 
three days.  2018 will be the last year that Mary Bone will be course organiser.  
If you are interested in taking over from Mary please contact her as soon as 
possible so that you can shadow her in the next couple of months and at the 
course. 

mailto:norseyhound@aol.com


Rhona McEune advised the meeting the Bishop and Archdeacon of Colchester 
complimented the Essex Association on its safeguarding rules. 

Ray Jones advised the meeting that Mary Bryant widow of Arthur Bryant, a 
former tower captain of Shenfield who now lives in Bath will, hopefully, be out of 
the nursing home within the next couple of weeks. 

Beth Johnson, Newsletter Editor, asked the meeting if anyone has an event 
coming up or just happened can they please let her know for the newsletter and 
pictures are always welcome. Also could the East end of the District please send 
her articles as it would be nice to hear a little more from that end of the District. 

2018 marks 100 years since the end of World War One.  Vicki Chapman is one of 
our Central Council of Church Bell Ringers (CCCBR) Representatives and is the 
Ringing Remembers Project Co-ordinator.  “The CCCBR and Big Ideas Co. is 
running a recruitment campaign to recruit 1400 new ringers in memory of those 
ringers that died during WW1. Any new ringer that starts to learn from 
11/11/2017” (or even in September/October 2017) “will be eligible to join the 
"Armistice 100" band and will receive a Ringing Remembers badge and join us in 
ringing on 11/11/2018. Our fallen ringers came from all walks of life, as we 
ringers still do today. This is our chance to honour and remember their 
sacrifice.” 

The idea is that we would like to obtain 1400 new ringers.  The current number 
recruited is 130 so there is a long way to go.  If you, or you know of someone, 
who started to ring in September/October of 2017 they can be counted as part 
of this 1400 new ringers.  The idea is that these ringers to sign up to a group 
called “The Armistice 100 Band” and they, along with other ringers, take part in 
ringing at the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month, ie 11am on Sunday 
11th November 2018 and possibly throughout the day.  This is a day to 
commemorate and remember.  To ensure your new recruits are counted please 
encourage them to register at the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers 
website.  If they have already started to learn, please email Vicki your/their 
names at “vicki@cvevrc.co.uk“ so that they can be matched to your tower.  
There will posters etc available shortly, which will be circulated via the CCCBR 
network for you to display in your church, village, shop etc to encourage as 
many as possible to sign up. If you have any queries about the campaign, please 
do get in touch with Vicki.  

Nigel suggested he may organise a District Quarter Peal Week in the week 
leading up to Sunday 11th November 2018 or perhaps a District Quarter Peal 
Day. 

The service collection raised    - £65.80 
Raffle raised     - £43.50 
Tea raised     - £42.00   

The meeting closed with the raffle 6.50pm. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------



SOUTHERN DISTRICT 

SECRETARY’S REPORT FOR 2017 

Our Annual District Meeting was held at Basildon when 51 members and visitors attended.  
Throughout the year we have had other business meetings at Canewdon in March (28 
attended),  Great Wakering in September (24 attended) and South Ockendon in November 
(29 attended). A special “thank you” to the ringers at Great Wakering for coming to my 
rescue at short notice. 

The District 6 Bell Striking Competition was held in May at Langdon Hills where 5 teams 
took part who were Langdon Hills, Downham, Prittlewell, North Ockendon and Shenfield.  
The District Trophy was presented to Langdon Hills and Downham came second with only a 
half a fault separating both teams. 

In June we held a District Outing to North Essex and South Suffolk where members from 
many towers were represented.    

A disappointing four teams entered the Call Change Competition in November at South 
Ockendon.  Downham, Prittlewell, Shenfield and South Ockendon took part.  Downham 
won the trophy.  It was good to see our host tower, South Ockendon, taking part in their 
first striking competition as a team.  Hope we see you in many future competitions. 

District Afternoon Practices were held at South Benfleet in February and Rochford in 
October.  Both practices were well attended. 

The Carol Service was held at Shenfield when we had good ringing, good singing followed 
by refreshments and a chat.  Did you see the look on the vicar’s face? I think he was 
pleasantly surprised at the joyous singing. 

We have been continuing our bi-monthly Surprise Practices but in 2017 we spread the 
practices around the district visiting Rayleigh on a Tuesday, Fobbing and Prittlewell on a 
Wednesday and Leigh-on-Sea and South Weald on a Thursday.  These have all been very 
well attended.  We also held a 10 bell practice in June at Writtle which was where, in the 
morning, Nigel, as Technical Advisor, held a Odd Struckness Seminar for the Association. 

The Learners Practices at South Ockendon are also held bi-monthly.  These took place in 
February, April, June, September, and November.  All have been well attended by both 
students as well as helpers.  We always have enough students at these practices but we 
must remember that without helpers giving up their time there would not be Learners 
Practices so thank you helpers. 

I would like to thank all towers the District visited during 2017: Thank you for your warm 
welcome, hot cups of tea and all the lovely food you have provided us with as well as the 
use of your bells.   

Alison Nash 
Southern District Secretary 

8/1/2017



Treasurer’s Report for 2017 

I would like to thank all the members of the Southern District for their patience and good 
nature whilst I found my feet in this new role.  I would particularly like to thank Alison & 
Nigel (our District Secretary and District Master) for their support and guidance and also 
Andrew Brewster the Association Treasurer. 

I have prepared the Income & Expenditure Account for the District on the same basis as in 
previous years (see attached). 

The General Fund which is mainly Membership fees is up slightly on last year.  In 2017 we 
elected 7 new ringing members of which 1 was a junior.  17 members have allowed their 
membership to lapse, i.e. membership fees have not been paid by 31st December and they 
are therefore regarded as having withdrawn from the Association.  If full payment, arrears 
for 2017 and 2018 fees are received by 30th April, then the lapsed member can be re-
admitted without the need for re-election. 

The District currently has 185 ringing members (including paid life), 8 juniors (under 18s), 
18 life members, 2 LVPs and 7 friends. 

The total income to the Bell Restoration account was down in 2016 in all areas apart from 
the District Outing which proved to be very profitable in 2017.   

There was £22.97 claimed as expenditure for stationery. 

Please note that any donations reported here are those that go via the District Treasurer.  
Any donations made directly to the Association Treasurer (e.g. made at the AGM) are 
reported in the main EACR accounts. 

A reminder, subscriptions for 2018 are due on the 1st January and must be paid by the 30th 
April.  As last year, membership fees are £8 for Ringing members and £4 for both Juniors 
(aged less than 18 years on 1st January) and Friends. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and healthy 2018 and to continue to 
enjoy your ringing. 

Anne Porter, Southern District Treasurer, January 2018



INCOME 2017 2016

General Fund

Subscriptions

Ringing (Full) 183 @ £  8.00 £  1,464.00 181 £  1,448.00

arrears 3 @ £  8.00 £  24.00 1 £  8.00

advance 0 @ £  8.00 £  0.00 0 £  0.00

Junior 8 @ £  4.00 £  32.00 10 £  40.00

arrears 0 @ £  4.00 £  0.00 0 £  0.00

Friends 5 @ £  4.00 £  20.00 6 £  24.00

arrears 0 @ £  4.00 £  0.00 0 £  0.00

advance 1 @ £  4.00 £  4.00 1 £  4.00

Non-resident 0 @ £  8.00 £  0.00 0 £  0.00

Sale of Badges 0 @ £  1.50 £  0.00 6 £  9.00

Sale of Annual Reports £  0.00 £  0.00

GENERAL FUND:  TOTAL INCOME £  1,544.00 £  1,533.00

Bell Restoration Account

Donations £  50.00 £  110.00

Contributions to postage £  0.00 £  0.00

Service Collections £  332.35 £  385.95

Profit from Teas £  191.66 £  307.20

Profit from Raffles £  224.00 £  330.00

Quiz Night (including Raffle) £  0.00 £  0.00

Profit from District Outing £  163.00 £  47.00

BELL RESTORATION ACCOUNT:  TOTAL INCOME £  961.01 £  1,180.15

TOTAL INCOME £  2,505.01 £  2,713.15

EXPENDITURE

Postage £  0.00 £  0.00

Stationery £  22.97 £  14.87

Engraving 8 bell trophy £  0.00 £  0.00

Hire of Halls £  0.00 £  0.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURE £  22.97 £  14.87

TOTAL INCOME less EXPENDITURE £  2,482.04 £  2,698.28

Add:  Cash in hand at 1st January £  0.00 £  0.00

Less:  Cash in hand 31 December £  0.00 £  0.00

Payments to Association Treasurer £  2,482.04 £  2,698.28

Note:  Figures include subs but not donations etc paid directly to the Association Treasurer

Anne Porter

Southern District Treasurer

ESSEX ASSOCIATION OF CHANGE RINGERS - SOUTHERN DISTRICT

Income & Expenditure Account for Year Ending

31st December 2017



The Essex Association of Change Ringers

SOUTHERN DISTRICT
2018 District Diary 

DATE EVENT VENUE TIME

Sat 6 January District Learners Practice South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ 10-12 noon

Sat 20 January ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING South Weald (8) CM14 5QJ 3.00 pm

Sun 28 January Essex Young Ringers Practice Danbury  CM3 4NG 4.30-6 pm

Sat 3 February Association Management Meeting Danbury  CM3 4NG 2.00 pm

Wed 14 February District Surprise Practice Thorpe Bay (8) SS1 3NG 7.30-9pm

Sat 17 February DISTRICT AFTERNOON PRACTICE Rayleigh (8) SS6 8BB 2.00-4.00 pm (Note time)

Sun 25 February Essex Young Ringers Practice Boreham (8) 4.30-6 pm

Sat 3 March District Learners Practice South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ 10-12 noon

Sat 10 March Essex Young Ringers Mini Outing & Evening Social Details to follow

Sat 17 March DISTRICT MEETING Orsett (6) RM16 3ER 3:00pm

Sat 24 March District Surprise Practice Grays (8) RM17 6NX 3-5pm

Sun 25 March Essex Young Ringers Practice Galleywood (8)

Thur-Sat 5-7 April Essex Ringing Course Based at Honywood School, Coggeshall 5th, 6th & 7th

Sun 8 April Essex Young Ringers  - SE England Comp Practice Tower to be advised

Sat 14 April SE England Youth Striking Competition Warnham, Sussex

Wed 18 April District Surprise Practice Basildon (8) SS14 1DX 7.30-9pm

Sat 21 April QUARTER PEAL DAY Organised by Andrew Beech

Sun 29 April Essex Young Ringers Practice Tower to be advised 4.30-6 pm

Sat 5 May District Learners Practice South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ 10-12 noon

Mon 7 May Association AGM - Chelmsford South West - Ringing & Tea From 9.30 am

Sat 19 May STRIKING COMPETITION Fobbing (8) SS17 9JH 5.00 pm

Sun 20 May Essex Young Ringers Practice Tower to be advised 4.30-6 pm

Wed 13 June District Surprise Practice Canewdon (10) SS4 3QW 7.30-9pm

Sat 23 June DISTRICT OUTING 9.30 am start

Sun 24 June Essex Young Ringers Tower to be advised 4.30-6 pm

Sun 1 July RW National Youth Comp. Mini Outing pm only

Sat 7 July District Learners Practice South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ 10-12 noon

Sat 7 July RW National Youth Comp. London - hosted by Southwark Cathedral

Sat 14 July Association Striking Competition FINALS South East - Ringing & Tea NOTE: 2nd Saturday

Sat 1 September District Learners Practice South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ 10-12 noon

Sat 15 September DISTRICT MEETING North Ockendon (6) RM14 3QH 3.00 pm

Thu 20 September District Surprise Practice South Weald (8) CM14 5QJ 7.30-9pm

Sat 29 September Essex Young Ringers - Day Outing

Sat 6 October Association Management Meeting Danbury  CM3 4NG 2.30 pm

Sat 13 October Association Annual Dinner Little Channels Golf Club, Little Waltham

Sat 20 October DISTRICT AFTERNOON PRACTICE Brentwood (8) CM14 4DF 3.00-5.00 pm

Sun 28 October Essex Young Ringers Practice Tower to be advised 4.30-6pm

Sat 3 November District Learners Practice South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ 10-12 noon

Thu 15 November District Surprise Practice Stanford-le-Hope (8) SS17 0BY 7.30-9pm

Sat 17 November Call Change Competition and DISTRICT MEETING Eastwood (6) SS2 6UN/Hall SS2 6UH 2.30 pm 
(note earlier start)

Sat 24 November Association Training Day Southern District

Sun 25 November Essex Young Ringers Practice Tower to be advised 4.30-6 pm

Sat 8 December DISTRICT CAROL SERVICE Hutton (5) CM13 1SA 3.30 pm

2 0 1 9

Sat 5 January District Learners Practice South Ockendon (8) RM15 5EJ 10-12 noon

Sat 19 January ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING 2019 Prittlewell (10) SS2 6LG 2:00 pm

Post codes sourced from Diocesan website & Royal Mail
Any changes to the programme will be announced at district meetings, by email, via the district newsletter, or on the Southern Facebook Page



 

All are welcome to join us at St. Thomas'                                                                                                                           

NAVESTOCK  

for our  

MONTHLY FRIDAY PRACTICE NIGHTS 

to keep the bells ringing there  

on the following dates:- 

2018 

16th MARCH 

 20th APRIL 

18th MAY 

15th JUNE 

20th JULY 

from 7.45pm to 9.00pm 

John Cousins  T: 07943 633442   E: cousins38 @live.co.uk 

Rowena Marshall  T: 07746 417459   E: rowenamarshall@outlook.com



SOUTHERN DISTRICT 

Quarter Peal Day 
(with-a-difference) 

Based at EASTWOOD 
 

Saturday 21st April 2018 
 

Meet at Eastwood at 10:00 am 
 

Ring up to two QP’s in a day at different towers 

Bands made up at random from names drawn from a hat 
 

Cost will be £2.50 per QP 
to cover tower donation and Ringing World 

 

If you would like to take part please let Andrew Beech 
have your name, home tower, and contact details 
(email, mobile or landline) by Saturday 7th April. 

See District Newsletter for full details. 
 

Contact Andrew on: 
Email: andrewbeech1@yahoo.co.uk 

Mob: 07957 384764     Landline: 01708 440939 
 

Look forward to hearing from you. 

mailto:andrewbeech1@yahoo.co.uk



