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CoNTaCTS

Ringing RemembeRs 1914 - 1918
southeRn DistRict eAcR QuARteR 
PeAl Week to commemoRAte the 

centenARy of the ARmistice
On 11th November 2018, it will be one hundred years since the armistice 
was signed, ending four years of the most atrocious warfare ever seen by 
the world up to that time. 8.5 million people died in the conflict, and Great 
Britain alone lost 908,371 officers and men. Few towns and villages in 
England were not affected in some way. Some were bombed by Zeppelins 
and later by fixed-wing bombers such as Gothas. One Zeppelin was shot 
down near Billericay in 1916 with the loss of 22 lives, and a Gotha was shot 
down at Wickford in 1918, killing three. Two British night fighters collided 

near Rayleigh in 1917, killing both pilots.

There is only one ‘thankful’ village – a village where everyone sent to war returned – in Essex: Strethall, near Saffron 
Walden. It therefore follows that every town and village in the southern District of the EACR suffered fatalilties. 
Some of the towers lost ringers in the conflict; Bentley Common and Rettendon are two examples.

The centenary of the armistice is too important a moment in history for us to ignore, so I propose a quarter peal 
week, beginning on Saturday, 3rd November and concluding on Sunday, 11th November. The aim: to attempt a 
quarter peal in all 27 towers in the district, including the 3-bell tower at Bowers Gifford.

Some bands may already be planning to ring a quarter peal to commemorate the armistice. Some bands would 
probably like to but have insufficient ringers and there are, of course, a few towers with either no band or who ring 
call-changes.

I really hope that everyone will assist me in my aim to achieve this goal, and that as many ringers as is possible will 
ring at least one quarter peal. I would like to hear from each tower as soon as possible so I will know how many 
towers will require assistance or if we need to organise an entire band. I can then organise dates and times where a 
visiting band, or ringers to augment a resident band, are requested.

In due course, I also plan to publish in our newsletter, a list of every bellringer who rang at a tower within the 
present Southern District boundary, and who lost their lives during World War I.

           Nigel Taylor

Please see page 3 for information about general ringing on 11th November.
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1st Place  Prittlewell - 30 faults

1.  Anne Porter

2.  Penny Sloman

3.  Sarah Chin-a-Loy

4.  Peter Sloman

5.  David Sloman (c)

6.  Michelle Shorter-Bowen

2nd Place  Downham - 37 faults

1.  Jim Laken

2.  Lynn Benson

3.  Julia Taylor

4.  Hilary Donoghue

5.  Nigel Taylor (c)

6.  Chris Tucker

3rd Place Langdon Hills - 46 faults 

1.  Maria Laughenbury

2.  Cathryn Corns

3.  Catherine Gisby

4.  David Buckley

5.  Steve Nash (c)

6.  Alan Gisby 

4th Place North Ockendon -  
   54 faults 

1.  Willian Beech

2.  Clare Beech

3.  Samuel Beech

4.  John Cousins

5.  Andrew Beech (c)

6.  Brian Beech

5th Place  Shenfield - 58 faults 

1.  Wendy Olley

2.  Beth Johnson

3.  Ian Stockwell

4.  Mark Robbins

5.  John Harpole (c)

6.  John Church

DistRict stRiking comPetition Results 
This year’s method competition was held on a sunny Saturday in May, at 
Fobbing. Thanks to Christina and Andrew Brewster who judged for us and 
to the Fobbing ringers and friends for a delicious tea. 

1st

3rd

5th

2nd

4th
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sAtURDAy 1st sEpt 
District learners practice at South 
Ockendon 10-12noon. 

DistRict MEEting -  
15th sEptEMbER  
North Ockendon 3pm

sAtURDAy 20th octobER 
District afternoon practice at 
Brentwood 3-5pm 

thURsDAy 20th sEpt   
District Surprise Practice at South 
Weald, 7.30pm. All competent and 
aspiring 8-bell surprise ringers 
welcome. Dedicated method: 
Uxbridge Surprise major although 
standard eight will be rung.

sAtURDAy 17th novEMbER  
Call Change Striking Competition 
and District meeting at Eastwood 

(SS2 6UN). Draw at 2.30pm sharp. 
Has your tower ever entered the call 
change competition?  Why not try 
this year? The rules are attached, so 
you have plenty of time to practise. 

If you are entering a team please 
let Alison Nash know on email: 
alison1nash@yahoo.co.uk,  
tel. 01268 490061, or text Alison on 
07526 417787.

Autumn events 

Ringing foR sunDAy 11th novembeR
“Ringing Remembers” is the campaign officially endorsed by HM Government for ringing open at 12:30pm on 
Sunday 11th November – aligning with the published agenda for processions and marches in celebration of peace.  

“Battle’s Over” is the private initiative of Bruno Peek, MBE.  Bruno has demonstrated energy, drive and passion to 
put together a compelling programme of events on the evening of 11th November, inviting ringing at 7:05pm.  
Although his initiative gained early support from various military organisations and CCCBR, it is not backed by 
central government or Buckingham Palace.

There have been various requests for ringing around the centenary, and the Central Council encourages all ringers 
to respond as they see fit, taking into account the wide variety of local circumstances.  Ringing open at or around 
12:30pm is the ideal and recommended option, but any time that afternoon/evening is also supported.  

2018 southeRn DistRict outing to beDfoRDshiRe
Last year’s Prittlewell outing included a visit to St. Paul’s, Bedford. I decided to return to Bedford, in order to ring at 
the other two towers in the town. 

On a very beautiful sunny day, we began by ringing on the recently augmented ring of ten at Biggleswade. They 
are rather clonky, but we liked them nonetheless. We were unable to ring surprise royal, but rang Grandsire and 
Stedman Caters.

Our next tower was the fine ring of eight at Bromham. Unfortunately, the 
online Dove postcode is incorrect, so most of us drove down a private estate 
road, tantalisingly close to the church but there was no access! Eventually, we 
all arrived and enjoyed our all-too-brief stay.

We found parking in Bedford surprisingly trouble free, so were in plenty of time 
to ring on the eight at St. Peter-de-Merton. They are a reasonably pleasant ring, 
although the late Stephen Ivin told me that when the bells were tuned in1980, 
they were in some ways worse than before! The other ring in Bedford,  
St. Andrew’s, were unfortunately not available, so we enjoyed an extended 
lunch break instead. On the advice of David Rothera who had joined us for the 
day, some of us had lunch at The Red Lion in Elstow; most convenient as we 
were ringing at Elstow after lunch! During lunch, we listened to the national 
12-bell striking competition which was broadcast live.

The tower at Elstow is detached, and famous for being where John Bunyan, 
writer and preacher, learnt to ring. He used to ring the 5th bell. The bell he rang 
still exists, so we queued to ring it! We rang a course of London Surprise Minor 
and Stedman Doubles.

We drove the short distance to 
our next tower. Cardington has a 
fine ring of eight, cast by Taylors 
in 1898 with a tenor weighing 
20-1-12. Unfortunately, the 
tenor was found cracked one 
frosty morning in1924, so was 
recast and now weighs 19-1-1. 
The village is dominated by 
the two giant airship sheds; 

St. Owen’s church, Bromham.

Elstow bells, photographed in 1909 at Bowell’s foundry in 
Ipswich. Note Bunyan’s bell. 

John Bunyan

Continued over



a reminder that Cardington was a hub of the airship industry. The R101 left Cardington on 4th October 1930, 
bound for India, but crashed near Beauvais in France. Only six crew and passengers survived the hydrogen fuelled 
conflagration. The forty-eight that perished are buried in the cemetery extension, just a few yards from the church. 
Some of us visited the grave. The ensign from R101 is displayed in the church.

Our last tower was Old Warden. The bells are a pleasant six but 
virtually inaudible inside the tower. The only sound coming from 
outside and through the open church door! Two visitors, returning 
to Hampshire from an outing to Lincolnshire joined us, which was 
especially useful as some of our party had already left, owing to 
evening engagements. 

The church at Old Warden is well worth a visit, as it has a fine gallery, monuments and pews. One pew has an 
impressive carving of a serpent.

The churchwarden at Old Warden kindly 
photographed our somewhat depleted party. The 
numbers were disappointing compared with last 
year, although the change of outing date to avoid 
clashing with the Ridgman Trophy Competition did 
not help. However, from the favourable comments  
I received, I think that everyone enjoyed the day. 

I would like to thank everyone that supported the 
event, and thank Steve Nash for chauffeuring myself 
and Mrs. Taylor throughout the day!

 Nigel Taylor
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Old Warden, church and carved door  
and pews.

Far left: Cardington church; a grand, late 
Victorian edifice paid for by the 
Whitbread family. 
Left: The R101’s ensign. 
Below left: The grave of the R101’s crew. 
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John Cousins was spotted at 
the Central Council weekend at 
Lancaster – apparently he asked 
for two scoops...

Quote
From a junior ringer, sorting 
through miscellanea in the tower, 
“Oh, so Dove’s Guide is a book too.”  

DiD you know?
st Dunstan, is the patron saint of 
bellringers, and his feast Day is 
19th May.

oPen toWeR At DoWnhAm
The annual Downham fete took place in the churchyard of St Margaret’s 
Church on 30th June 2018, and the ringers decided to open the tower to 
visitors to see the bells in action, and were invited to try chiming a bell.  
A risk assessment had been undertaken, and posters were displayed asking 
people to be very careful using the stairs.

During the afternoon, we welcomed around 50 adults, and quite a few 
children (over 8s only please!) to the ringing chamber, and then up to the 
belfry, although one small boy aged 6, howled his disappointment at having 
to stay outside with his grandparents.

Chris Tucker did a sterling job showing people the bells (with compulsory 
ear defenders, of course) and explaining the mechanism, while Barbara rang 
the two for probably the equivalent of a quarter peal. The two Rogers and 
Jean also helped Barbara with the demonstrations. We gave the visitors a 
short talk on bell ringing, the history of the church and the bells, and then 
offered them the opportunity of chiming the other five bells – some got it 
straight away, some managed with help, but a few failed to achieve even a 
small ding!

Downstairs, Ann and my mother-in-law June welcomed the visitors, took 
£1 entry fee and gave out leaflets inviting people to come and learn a new 
hobby. Sadly, no takers yet. Our newest and youngest ringer, Ryan, escorted 
the visitors up and down the stairs to and from the belfry.

A very successful afternoon, everybody seemed to enjoy the experience and 
expressed how interesting they found it. It’s not every day that people can 
watch the bells in action at close quarters, and the ringers enjoyed sharing 
their passion with the visitors.

      Linda Stewart 

An invitAtion from 
the miDDlesex Ass

Each year, the Middlesex 
Association hosts a service of 
Advent readings and carols for 
all ringers in and around London 
a few days after Advent Sunday.  
They are keen to encourage 
ringers from our neighbouring 
Associations to attend, to take part 
by reading or singing, and to join 
in the general ringing. After the 
service there is an opportunity to 
meet and socialize at a suitable 
venue near to the church.

This year the service will be held at 
St Giles in the Fields, Holborn, on 
Monday 3 December at 7.30pm.  
Further information nearer the 
date.

congRAtulAtions...
... to Clare Merivale and Jonathan Mills from South Ockendon, on their peal 
to celebrate the graduations of the whole band from the Southamption 
University Guild.

Southampton, Hampshire, St Barnabas

Tuesday, 8 May 2018 in 2h 20 (2–3–2) 5040 Minor

2880 Plain Bob minor (1,3,5,7), 2160 St Clements College Bob minor (2, 4, 6).

1 Jay Wroe-Brown (MPhys in Physics)

2 Alice J S Gibbin (MSc in Operational Research and Statistics)

3 Josh L Harris (BSc in Computer Science)

4 Therese Strand (BSc in Mathematical Studies)

5 Jonathan C Mills (MEng in Mechanical Engineering with Aerospace)

6 Clare M Merivale (MMus in Musicology) (C)

First peal: 1 

First of minor: 2, and as 
conductor. 

First in St Clements for all.

CAption Competition
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RingeRs DePARteD
Margaret bailey 
Margaret learnt to ring along with her husband Chris, at one of Ron Brown’s ringing 
schools at Ingrave. Chris went on to become Tower Captain at Brentwood and Margaret 
and Chris were regular supporters of District events – Margaret was a friend of the 
Association, attached to Brentwood. Margaret was very involved in Brentwood Roman 
Catholic churches and was registrar at the Cathedral in Brentwood. Margaret died 
on 23 May in Basildon Hospital; her ready smile will be much missed, and we offer 
condolences to Chris and his extended family.

 

sue Evans, thorpe bay
Sue learnt to ring at Thorpe Bay in the late 1980s, some two years after her daughter Jo. 
Elected to the Association in 1988, Sue rarely strayed far from her home tower but could on 
occasion be found at Great Wakering practice.  She rang regularly on Sundays and practice 
nights and was a committed member of the local band.  Whilst she had a passionate dislike 
of Grandsire, her preferred method was Plain Bob, and over time she sought to expand her 
limited repertoire of doubles methods. She rang a total of 62 quarters in the tower and was 
most at home on the treble which she rang to 58 of these, ranging from doubles through 
to major. Although ill-health kept her away from ringing since mid-2017 her presence on a 
Sunday and at practice is and will be missed.

        Steve Halliwell   7/7/2018

owen Webster
Owen Webster was a resident  member of the Essex Association from 1970 to 1990 when he 
moved to Kent. District members may have known him from his prolific ringing life first at St 
Saviour’s, Walthamstow and St Mary’s, Leyton, then at Waltham Abbey. He served the EACR as 
Central Council Rep and also as Peal Secretary.

Owen was instrumental in starting up the band at Epping in 1986 after the bells had been silent 
for around 10 years. His daughter Nicola is a ringer at St Mary’s Shenfield, and well remembers a 

childhood sat in the corner of ringing rooms and ‘being dragged around on ringing outings’! Jane Walters, tower 
captain at Waltham Abbey and Owen’s first wife, arranged a quarter peal rung by old friends to celebrate his 70th 
birthday on 21st May, in Kent. He died of prostate cancer on 27th July.

St Mary the Virgin, Shenfield, Sunday 12th August 
1260 Bob Doubles 

1 Nicola Stark   2 Beth Johnson (C)

3 Ian Stockwell  4 Alwyn Brock

5 John Cousins (C) 6 John M Church

In memory of Owen C. R. Webster, died 27th July.

St Paul Bentley Common, Friday,  
8 June 1260 Doubles – Grandsire and 
Plain Bob

1 Alwyn Brock   2 Rowena L Marshall

3 Pattie Folkson     4 Alan Moody

5 John Cousins (C)   6 John M Church

In memory of Margaret Bailey  
wife of Chris, the Tower Captain of  
St Thomas', Brentwood. 

St Thomas, Brentwood, Sunday, 3 June 
1260 Plain Bob Triples

1 Jonathan Lee           2 Alwyn Brock

3 Beth Johnson          4 John M Church

5 Andrew Beech        6 Paul Wiggins

7 John Harpole (C)    8 Mark Robbins

Rung in memory of Margaret Bailey 
and in celebration of their Golden 
Wedding anniversary which would 
have been this weekend. 

Navestock,  9th June 1260 of PB 
Doubles. 

1 Will Worth  2 Margaret French

 3 John Cousins 4 Phil Denton 

5 Fred A J Goodwin 

6 Perry French (C)

Rung in memory of Margaret 
Bailey (wife of Chris Bailey, Tower 
Captain of Brentwood). Keith 
Gardner wishes to be associated 
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ARt moDule 1 couRses At DoWnhAm AnD bAsilDon
For some time, I’ve been thinking about how we can get more ringers. At Basildon we must have shown hundreds 
of people the Bell Tower, and a few have come back to learn to ring. We’ve spent many hours teaching those few, 
but they all end up drifting away. To me the issue is how can we give people who are interested in learning to ring 
the best possible learning experience. Personally, I cannot remember the last person I have successfully taught to 
ring from scratch and who has become a regular Sunday service ringer.

One person I have discussed this with is Beth, and this got us to thinking about the Association of Ringing Teachers 
(ART) and the Learning the Ropes (LTR) scheme. Beth offered to organise an ART Module 1 bell handling course 
and generated interest in the Brentwood area. A date was agreed (Saturday 7 July), but where should we hold it? 
The Basildon Bell tower had many advantages, having a hall nearby, easy to ring bells that can be easily silenced, 
and availability. Back in the spring we thought it may be a bit warm, but quite bearable.

The day was booked, and Lesley Boyle from Cambridge was to be our tutor. People from outside the area heard 
about it, and Beth was suddenly flooded with 20 people wanting to join the day. After a few hurried phone calls, a 
second course was arranged at Downham which Lesley led, and Graham Nabb drove down from Northampton to 
take our group at Basildon.

Weather-wise, we have had the most amazing summer and July 7th was no exception; non-stop 
sunshine was forecast and so I rounded up every available fan from our house and took them 
to the Bell Tower. It was already warm when I got there, and by mid-afternoon the thermometer 
showed a temperature of 38 degrees! Fortunately, the fans kept the air moving and the humidity 
was low, so it was quite bearable.

Both groups followed the same timetable, which started with a history of ART (The Association 
of Ringing Teachers) and how the Learning the Ropes programme has been developed by an 
experienced physiotherapist who had been taught to ring the traditional way around 10 years 
ago, and decided to use her professional expertise to develop a programme for teaching ringing 
in a structured way. We learnt how to teach a skilled activity by breaking it down into small 
exercises that could be easily repeated and then put together, and how different people learn in 
different ways – young and old, visual, auditory and kinaesthetic.

It was then time to exchange the relative cool of the church hall for the Bell 
Tower and our first practical. We were shown the ‘hand-ring’ exercise used 
to develop a straight pull, and then gently ringing a bell up to get the feel 
of a bell and to start to develop backstrokes. Even the most experienced of 
us quickly realised that we had a lot to learn and that we were being shown 
exercises that would really help us to teach bell handling in a consistent, 
progressive and, above all, safe way.

Further theory sessions taught us the secrets of becoming good teachers, 
particularly around giving helpful and appropriate feedback. We were also 
talked through the ART path that would lead us to becoming accredited 
teachers, and the various online, print and DVD help material available to 
us. During practical sessions we went through all of the exercises to develop 
backstrokes, handstrokes, putting them together and ringing up and down.

Despite the heat, we all came away knowing that we had been taught a lot 
by our brilliant tutor, and a real desire to put into practice what we have 
learnt. Since the course the Basildon group have met to practise some 
of the exercises and 
to discuss how we can 
work together to really 
develop the learners we 
have in some of our own 

towers. We hope that this 
will eventually lead to us  

becoming good teachers, but, more importantly, new ringers 
who ring for Sunday service that have been well taught in a 
safe and structured way. I have already started to put some of it 
into practice while teaching one of our learners to ring up. We 
are also looking forward to further modules that will help us 
introduce our learners to change ringing.       

      John Harpole

Paul Wiggins and Mark Robbins 
practising some of the ART exercises

Graham Nabb pointing out John’s handling 
issues (I don’t hold the sally correctly!)

Continued over
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The Basildon group, left to right:

Phil Barnes, Elaine Greatrex, 
Simon Ward (Grays) (back), 
Gemma Crouchman (front), 
Sylvia Martin (Hutton), Paul 
Wiggins (Shenfield and Hutton), 
Beth Johnson (Shenfield), Mark 
Robbins (Shenfield), John Harpole 
(Basildon), Sue and Chris Bassett

AssociAtion AnnuAl DinneR - sAtuRDAy 13 octobeR
The Association dinner is at Little Channels Golf Club in Little Waltham, which was the very successful venue last 
year - there are still some tickets available. 

The menu gives three choices for each course. Tables are circular or rectangular and can accommodate groups of 6 
to 10 people. Real ale will be available. Tickets are £33 and are now on a first-come, first-served basis. 

See https://eacr.org.uk/events/annual-dinner-2018.html for more information or contact Andrew Brewster on 
01245 421166 or email andrew.brewster@talktalk.net

And the Downham group:

Ant Brickell, Keith and Jill Tinsey, Sam 
Rickards, Ken Heymer (back), Odette Dawkins 
(front), Christine Murdoch, Hilary Donoghue 
(Downham), David Durell, Chris Tucker 
(Downham) and their tutor, Lesley Boyle below.

If you are interested in 
finding out more about 
the Association of Ringing 
Teachers and the Learning the 
Ropes scheme, visit http://

ringingteachers.org. There is a wealth of teaching 
material available plus information on recruitment and 
retention of new ringers. The ART WORKS newsletter for 
ringing teachers and Tower Talk for ‘new ringers by new 
ringers’ are both available to download. 

The Learning the Ropes scheme, in line with many 
other hobbies and sports nowadays, celebrates success 
with certificates and badges. As ringers pass each level, 
their achievement is recognised in the Ringing World, 
in  the quarterly newsletter ART WORKS, and on the ART 
website.

If you would like to be included in future courses, or 
would like more information, contact Beth Johnson 
0779 669 1520, bethjohnson6710@gmail.com or speak 
to John Harpole 07969 260929.
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Are you on the 
Southern District’s 

email List?  
If you are but have changed your 
email address, or you want to be 
added to the list, please contact 
your District Secretary,  Alison 
nash on: alison1nash@yahoo.
co.uk or s-district-secretary@eacr.
org.uk or give her a ring on   
01268 490061!

NEWSLETTERS
Please send any reports, pictures, 
notices etc., to Beth Johnson at 
bethjohnson6710@gmail.com, or 
post to 67 London Road 
Brentwood CM14 4NN.

Newsletters are distributed in 
February, May,  August, October 
and December – copy date for 
each at the beginning of the 
respective month. copies are sent 
to tower correspondents, 
preferably by email, and to all 
members who have supplied 
their email address.  
Any member may request a  
copy via email by contacting  
beth or the District secretary.

bentley
Despite a light drizzle 
on the way to Tewin, 
Hertfordshire, our first 
tower, the weather 
was kind to us for our 
Bentley tower outing.

Tewin were a nice 
light six to start the 
day and we managed 
some good ringing 
there. We were lucky 
to have some additions to the seven Bentley ringers and they enabled us to 
ring a larger repertoire than we might otherwise have done.

On to Hertingfordbury, a six which were more challenging. Unfortunately 
the shouting treble made good ringing more tricky but the backenders 
coped well with the oddstruckness of the five and six.

On to Great Amwell where the shorter staircase was a relief for some! By this 
time, lunch was beckoning and so we made our way to Wareside and called 
into the Chequers for our preordered meal. Fourteen hungry people fed and 
watered and off to our last tower of the day, Widford. Gail's frustration at not 
being able to ring because of her broken wrist was beginning to show but 
she was able to shadow others to keep the mind active and methods still 
remembered. Widford bells were easy going and we were able to ring some 
good touches of a variety of methods.

The group photo outside had to be done!

Many thanks to all the towers we visited and to all the ringers for making it 
such an enjoyable day.    Rowena Marshall

outings so fAR this summeR

noRth ockenDon shenfielD

Shenfield’s ‘mini’ outing in early June took in 
Eastwood, Leigh-on-Sea and Rettendon; once 
again we thank Bryan Shedel for driving ‘Bertie’ 
the mini bus for us. At Leigh-on-Sea we were 
lucky enough to be able to go up to the top of 
the tower to enjoy the splendid view across the 
Thames estuary. The method of the day was 
Winchendon Doubles, a first for many of the 
band.

The afternoon ended with an excellent picnic 
and game of cricket organised by Bill Hindley 
although some fielders tended to gravitate 
together and chat!                    Beth Johnson

Andrew’s outing to Kent in late July was a rather warm affair 
being at the height of the heat wave season. Based around 
the Chislehurst area we visited St Mary Cray, the two towers in 
Chislehurst – the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
St Nicholas –, Bickley and Sidcup. All five towers had very nice 
bells… even the six at Sidcup brought a ‘smile’ to Nigel’s face 
every time we pulled off!

Whilst half the group relished the refreshing drinks and food 
at a local hostelry, the other half enjoyed a rather warm picnic 
lunch next to the Cockpit on Chislehurst Common, which was 
more akin to sitting in a field of straw rather than a village green.

A good day was had and even the drive home via the Dartford 
Crossing was the quickest we had all encountered.
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essex AssociAtion stRiking comPetition

The 2018 striking competition finals were held on July 14th, and this year were hosted by the South-Eastern 
District. In near perfect weather, ten teams converged for the 6-bell competition which took place on the light 
Warner six at Great Totham. Although rehung in 1992, these bells are quite a challenge to ring and not at all easy to 
strike well. Despite this, some of the bands produced some good ringing, as the low number of faults accrued by 
the top teams testify.  It was disappointing that the Southern District only entered one band in the final. One must 
ask the question: why enter a band in the district striking competition when you know that you will not be able to 
enter a band for the final?

The results of the 6-bell were as follows:

Team   Name Faults Position
1 Coggeshall 83 5
2 Kirby 51 2
3 West Ham 90 7
4 Writtle 60 3
5 Hornchurch 92 9
6 Kelvedon and Felsted 78 4
7 Willingale 180 10
8 Chelmsford 37 1
9 Downham 85 6
10 Saffron Walden 90 7

The ringers of Great Totham very thoughtfully provided drinks and ice 
creams, both of which were thoroughly enjoyed in large measure by 
many of us! Because of the excellent weather, many of us chose to sit 
outside to listen to the ringing and socialise.

Tea was provided at Goldhanger: the venue 
for the 8-bell competition. The tea was most 
prodigious, possibly one of the largest teas 
I have yet witnessed! It was a wonder that 
we could ring in the evening at all! After tea, the two judges, Philip Barnes and David 
Grimwood from Kent, were introduced by our new association master, Andrew Kelso. They 
provided a summary of the ringing and announced the results. Colin Chapman collected 
the trophy on behalf of the Chelmsford Cathedral band.

The ring of eight at Goldhanger go well but are not especially clear in the ground-floor 
ringing chamber. Unfortunately, the SW district was unable to enter a team, so five 
teams competed in the inter-district 8-bell competition. The test piece was a course of 
Lincolnshire Surprise major. The 5-pull dodges on the front caused striking issues for all the 

bands except the winning team. There was a very clear winner, and three teams separated by one fault each! The 
results were as follows:

Team  Name  Faults  Position
1  NE  62  4
2  SE  42  1
3  NW  60  2
4  S  61  3
5  N  104  5

The Southern District narrowly missed 2nd place, but it was a creditable effort. The judges presented the trophy 
and certificates in the churchyard, as it was such a fine evening. Many of us sneaked next door to The Chequers 
for a welcome pint of beer! Once again, the local ringers provided tea, coffee and soft drinks which were very 
welcome as the evening was still very warm. 

I would like to thank Jo Elliott, the SE secretary, for all her work in organising the day’s activities; all those who 
provided tea and refreshments; the new association master Andrew Kelso, and new interim secretary, David 
Sparling for their efforts. 

Continued over
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RINGING aCHIEVEMENTS
CONGRATULATIONS TO...
All the southern District lads for their first in method at Downham, Sunday, 22 July - 1320 Killamarsh  
Treble Bob Minor 1 James Laken 2 John Cousins 3 Paul Cammiade 4 Stephen Halliwell 5 Andrew Beech  
6 John Harpole (C) Birthday compliment to 1. 

sam beech for circling the tower at North Ockendon on Sunday, 22 July - 1260 Plain Bob Minor 1 Clare Beech 
2 Helen Harpole 3 William Beech 4 John Harpole 5 Samuel Beech 6 Andrew Beech (C) 

John church for his 75th quarter at Hornchurch on Sunday, 17 June - 1264 Plain Bob Major  
1 John W Stephenson 2 Clare Beech 3 Christopher C M Pain 4 John M Church 5 Philip H Denton 6 Neil P Booth  
7 Roderic K Bickerton 8 Clive J Stephenson (C) 

sue gilder for her first in minor and Mark Robbins for his first minor as conductor at Shenfield, on Sunday,  
10 June - 1260 Plain Bob Minor 1 Sue Matthews 2 Susan V Gilder 3 Beth Johnson 4 John M Church 5 Paul Wiggins 
6 Mark Robbins (C) 

Jonathan Lee for his first triples at Brentwood on Sunday, 3 June -1260 Plain Bob Triples 1 Jonathan Lee  
2 Alwyn Brock 3 Beth Johnson 4 John M Church 5 Andrew Beech 6 Paul Wiggins 7 John Harpole (C) 8 Mark Robbins

Julia taylor for two firsts in method on 29th May, first at Minster (Sheppey), 1260 St Clement’s College Bob 
Minor: 1 William Beech 2 Julia Taylor 3 Clare Beech 4 Samuel Beech 5 Nigel Taylor 6 Andrew Beech (C) and 
second at Eastchurch, 1272 Kent Treble Bob Minor: 1 Samuel Beech 2 William Beech 3 Clare Beech 4 Julia Taylor 
5 Andrew Beech 6 Nigel Taylor (C)

Will beech for his first treble bob at North Ockendon, on Monday, 21 May 1272 Kent Treble Bob Minor  
1 Helen Harpole 2 William Beech 3 Nigel Taylor 4 Paul Cammiade 5 Andrew Beech 6 John Harpole (C)  
& Will then went on to ring treble bob major at Hornchurch on Sunday, 22 July - 1280 Kent Treble Bob Major  
1 Ros C Skipper 2 William Beech 3 John W Stephenson 4 Lionel S Woods 5 Christopher C M Pain  
6 Timothy G M Jones 7 Andrew P Barham 8 Clive J Stephenson (C)

Wendy olley for her first triples and Alan Moody for his first triples inside; also John harpole for his 1300th 
quarter at Brentwood on Sunday, 20 May 1260 Bob Triples 1 Wendy Olley 2 Beth Johnson (C) 3 Stephen J Nash  
4 John Cousins 5 Mark Robbins 6 Alan Moody 7 John Harpole 8 Paul Wiggins 

Most of all, I would like to thank the ringers from 
the Southern District for taking part in the 8-bell 
competition. They were as follows:

Treble: Samuel Beech  2nd: Julia Taylor

3rd: Rowena Marshall  4th: Hilary Donoghue

5th: John Harpole  6th: Andrew Beech

7th: Nigel Taylor (c)  Tenor: Steve Nash

I would like to congratulate Sam Beech on ringing in 
the 8-bell for the first time, and for being – by a very 
considerable margin – the youngest ringer to take part 
in the competition.   Nigel Taylor

sAying fAReWell to WilliAm
At the end of July the Brentwood ringers said fond farewell to William 
Swire and his mum, Margaret, who are 
moving to Wantage to be closer to their 
family. We will all miss William’s smiling 
face in our towers and his ability to 
keep us all in our place. William’s party 
piece was calling ‘Crosses and Queens’, 
introduced to local bands by Alwyn 
Brock, who thoughtfully embroidered a 
special coaster (right) for William to take 
to his new home.
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The Essex Association of Change Ringers 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT  CALL CHANGE COMPETITION 

 GENERAL 
1. The competition shall take place at a tower within the District and shall be open to all ringers within the 
District. 

2. The District Master, or a steward appointed by the Master, shall supervise the event. They shall be the 
only person with the ringers in the ringing room and shall check that the competition test piece is rung  
correctly in accordance with the rules. 

3. The District Officers shall appoint one or two judges to assess the quality of the ringing, give comments 
and announce the results. 

4. A trophy shall be presented to the winning team and shall be held in safekeeping until the next 
competition. The winning team may have this trophy suitably engraved. 

5. If necessary, the District Master or their nominee shall give ruling concerning matters not covered by 
these rules, and any such decision shall be final. 

TEAMS 
6. In order to encourage less experienced bands to enter, towers which came first or second in the district 
6-bell method competition may only enter this Call Change competition if the band contains at least three 
ringers who did not take part in the 6-bell method competition for the current year. 

7. Each team shall be allowed no more than one substitute nominated on the day by the District Officers. 

8. Towers with insufficient members under Rule 6 and other than the provision in Rule 7 may join with 

another tower and enter a joint team. 

9. A ringer may only ring in one team. If a last minute substitution is required for another team and there 
are no spare district ringers available then, in this case, a ringer may ring in another team but only in 
agreement with the District Officers. 

PRACTICE 
10. Two minutes of practice rounds and changes (not judged) shall be allowed after which the bells must 
be set. 

11. Stopping the practice and restarting is allowed (e.g. to adjust ropes or use a box) - the steward will 
“stop the clock” at such points and will tell the team how much time remains of the two minutes before the 
team restarts. Ropes may also be adjusted and boxes changed at the end of the practice time. 

12. Following the practice (including any final adjustments) the treble ringer should signal to the judges 
that the team is about to start the competition test piece by turning the treble over (not judged). 

THE TEST PIECE 
13. The competition shall be rung on 6-bells with a covering tenor. Bona-fide 5-bell towers may ring without 
a covering tenor if they wish. 

14. Each team must ring for 5 minutes (including opening and closing rounds). The Master or steward will 
announce when 5 minutes has been rung. 

15. The test piece must start and end in rounds and contain the following ‘named’ changes: 142536 
(Tittums) and 135246 (Queens). Any sequence of changes between these changes is allowed. The 
‘named’ changes must be rung a minimum of 4 whole pulls, all other changes can be of any length. 

16. All closing rounds will be judged. The duration of the closing rounds is at the discretion of the 
conductor, but must be a minimum of 1 whole pull. Opening rounds will be judged after the 5th whole-pull, 
i.e., from the 6th whole-pull onwards. 

17. If during the first 60 seconds of the test piece, the ringing deteriorates irretrievably and is terminated 
by the conductor, then at the discretion of the Master or steward, the band may restart the test piece. The 
ringing should restart from rounds and consist of a further 5 minutes of ringing as specified in rules 14, 15 
and 16. Faults shall be marked on the completed piece of ringing only, the aborted attempt not counting 
towards the final fault total. 

18. At the end of the test piece, a team will not be penalised should any bell not be able to stand. However, 
in the event of two teams tying on faults/points then failure to stand the bells will be taken into account to 
achieve the final order of teams. 


