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CoNTaCT S

Another year rapidly draws to a close. Many, it seems 
wish 2016 good riddance for a variety of reasons. For 
myself, it has been a year of events, some good, some 
not so good! 2017 promises to be a year of upheaval 
but should prove to be an interesting year!

My second year as Southern District Master has 
also been a varied one. The January ADM at North 
Ockendon and the September meeting at Leigh-on-
Sea were well attended, whereas the March meeting 
at Brentwood was not. The district outing in June was 
not especially well supported, but those of us that did 
support it had a most enjoyable day, and rang on a 
variety of rings: from the 9¼cwt 6 at Kilndown to the 
28cwt 8 at Tenterden. I shall be organising an outing  
to Suffolk in 2017 and hope that it will prove to be 
better supported.

The May striking competition at Bentley Common was 
poorly attended with only four teams participating, but 
I strongly suspect that many bands were put off by the 
venue, as I must admit that the combination of light 
bells with a longish draft makes Bentley Common bells 
a challenging ring! This seems to have been borne out 
by the excellent support at the November call-change 
competition on the front six at Prittlewell where eight 
teams entered. North Ockendon reasserted themselves, 
following last year’s defeat at Downham by winning the 
competition once again. It was very encouraging that 
so many teams entered, I hope that we can  
re-establish this level of support for the method  
ringing competition.

The planned quiz night in September was cancelled 
owing to lack of support, so I shall not propose another 
quiz night unless someone or a band wishes to 
organise one.

The district quarter peal day on April the 16th was once 
again organised by Andrew Beech. This event was well 
supported, we all seem to have enjoyed ourselves, and 

we also ventured outside the district, ringing quarter 
peals at Fryerning, Galleywood and Sandon. I would 
like to thank Andrew for organising such a successful 
day and hope that he will organise another quarter 
peal day – scheduled for April the 22nd – in 2017.

I would also like to say how much I enjoyed the carol 
service, held at Thorpe Bay. The service was quite well 
attended, and the local ringers and friends provided 
mince pies and refreshments afterwards. My thanks to 
the vicar, organist and the local band for making the 
event such a success.

As I write, 2017 is just a few hours away. I hope that it 
will be a good year for the Southern District and that 
ringers will support the various events that are being 
organised for the year.

We have not been approached to organise special 
courses for bands this year. Please note that if any band 
would like a course arranged to help them, be it rounds 
and call-changes or something more advanced, we 
would be only too pleased to arrange a course.

I would particularly like to thank all of you who have 
supported the district in 2016; to the towers that 
provided the use of their bells, and the people that 
have made tea for us. I would also extend my personal 
thanks to my fellow officers: to Steve Nash for his 
unswaying support, to Alison Nash for her hard work, 
much of it behind the scenes and therefore unnoticed, 
and I would also like to thank Mark Robbins who is 
standing down as treasurer for keeping our accounts 
in order and wish him well for the future. Finally, I pass 
on my special thanks to Beth Johnson for her hard 
work in preparing and editing our excellent, quarterly 
newsletter.

May I wish you all a happy and prosperous 2017.

     Nigel Taylor

FRom ThE maSTER
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Are you on the 
Southern District’s 

Email List?  
If you are but have changed your 
email address, or you want to be 
added to the list, please contact 
your District Secretary,  Alison 
nash on: alison1nash@yahoo.
co.uk or s-district-secretary@eacr.
org.uk or give her a ring on   
01268 490061!

NEWSLETTERS
Please send any reports, pictures, 
notices etc., to Beth Johnson at 
bethjohnson6710@gmail.com, or post 
to 67 London Road Brentwood  
CM14 4NN.

Newsletters are distributed at the 
beg of Jan, April, July and October – 
copy date for each on the 15th of the 
previous month.  
copies are sent to tower 
correspondents, preferably by 
email. Any member may request a 
copy via email by contacting Beth 
or the District secretary.

nExt EssEx YoUng 
RingERs pRActicE
sunday 29 January (4.30-6pm) 
All saints, terling (8 bells) (11-
1-13). for further information 
see website on https://eacr.org.
uk/eyr/. All juniors welcome. 

Join the Southern District - 
EACR group on facebook. If 
you are a facebook user do 
‘like’ the page. If not follow 
this link : https://www.
facebook.com/groups/eacr.
southern/

It’s invaluable for sharing 
information, for appealing 
for additional ringers for 
weddings, funerals, advising 
when practices are cancelled 
and so forth. Plus of course, 
news of achievements! 

To become a Facebook 
member go to Facebook.com. 
Protect your privacy via the 
padlock icon and ‘settings’.

kiCkiNg oFF 2017...
The Southern District Officers hope you all 
had a great Christmas and we wish you a very 
Happy New Year.

The first event on our District Calendar is the 
District surprise practice.  This month its 
being held at Rayleigh (SS6 8BB) on Tuesday 
17th January at 7.30pm – that’s the week 
before the ADM. The feature method is 
MALPAS Surprise Major.

Our Annual District Meeting will be on Saturday 21st January at 
Basildon (SS14 1DX).  Ringing starts at 3pm followed by a service and tea, 
then the meeting. Names for tea to Roger Hobson (phone/text) on 07836 
310109.

Staying with the ADM, to date, no-one has approached the District Officers 
offering their services as a District treasurer. If you are prepared to take 
on this role, or you know of someone who would be ideal for the post, then 
PLEASE let one of us know (I’m getting worried now). The District cannot 
operate as efficiently as it has been without its four officers.  Please put your 
thinking caps on and approach people. 

If you are putting forward someone from your tower as a Member of the 
Association they must complete an application form and the proposer 
and seconder both have to sign the form as well. I will need this completed 
form, at the latest, on the ADM day. Forms can be downloaded from the 
Association website at https://eacr.org.uk/about/membership/

The 2016 Annual Report is now being compiled.  Please let me know, as 
soon as possible, if anything needs to be changed for your tower as follows:

Change in Tower Correspondent - name, telephone number, address 
and email address

Have your Practice night or times changed

Has your Sunday ringing times changed

Changes to the way your name appears in the Annual Report.

    Alison Nash, District Secretary

Quarter peal report
Please make sure your tower’s 2016 Quarter Peal form is completed and 
with the Peals Secretary by 15th January 2017, by hand, post or email.  
Many thanks to those towers who have already returned their forms. Peal 
report forms are available for download from the website, or send an email 
request to the Peals Secretary.

names for tea
Apparently, most towers are very bad at submitting their names/numbers 
for tea at our district meetings. The host tower puts on an amazing spread 
each time but rarely have accurate numbers to work on, more people 
always turn up than say they will. Most towers then over-compensate and 
there is often food left over. Please make 2017 the year you give your tea 
numbers to the nominated contact on time. Thank you.

With thanks...
I would like to thank my friends who reminded me of the 40th anniversary 
of my first peal at St Edward’s Romford, and came to ring a quarter peal of 
Stedman Doubles at Shenfield on Sunday, 27 November to mark the event: 
1 Stephen J Nash (C) 2 Beth Johnson 3 Helen Harpole  4 Paul Cammiade  
5 John Harpole 6 Ray G Jones. 

Very enjoyable and very fast (36 minutes). More memorable than the 
original event, of which I have no recollection at all.  Beth Johnson

PLEASE SEE 
MINuTES 

ATTACHED FROM 
LAST DISTRICT 

MEETING
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BELL RiNgERS ST RikE BaCk agaiNST CaNCER
Many of you will have seen articles, photos and ringing performances concerning Julie McDonnell and the 
amazing campaign she has organised over the last 6 months which seems to have galvanised ringers like nothing 
else. Julie is a ringer at Hastings who was diagnosed with Chronic Myeloid Leukaemia in June 2015, one of 137 
different blood cancers. After several treatments failed, Julie received a stem cell transplant in December 2015, 
and 5 days later rang a peal to raise awareness of the Anthony Nolan Register and to raise much needed funds. 
Six months later Julie received a second stem cell transplant; two weeks after that NHS England announced they 
would no longer fund second transplants. This spurred Julie to action and SBABC (Bellringers Strike Back Against 
Blood Cancer) was formed to raise funds for people who have been denied second stem transplants by NHS 
England (the devolved parliaments in other parts of the uK voted to continue to fund second transplants).

 In July, Tim Attride, a ringer from Birchington in Kent, named a new variation “Julie McDonnell Doubles” and Julie 
set about getting sponsorship. An initial target of raising £35,000 if 100 quarters of JMcD was rung by Christmas 
Day was quickly surpassed as Julie persuaded a handful of entrepreneurs, bankers, rock stars and politicians to 
support her cause. Various additional challenges have been set, with some individuals having rung 100 or more 
quarters of JMcD, a band including Julie ringing 10 quarters in a day wearing chicken hats and the conductor 
standing in a bowl of cold custard, quarters being rung in every county, in towers beginning with every different 
letter of the alphabet, and the current challenge to get quarters in as many Cathedrals, Minsters and Abbeys as 
possible.

 At the time of writing SBABC has raised six and a quarter million pounds, with 468 quarter peals and 7 peals; as 
well as the original doubles variations, methods have been named after Julie of minimus, minor, triples, major, 
caters, royal and maximus.

 Through regular updates in The Ringing World and posts in the Bellringers Facebook group, I became 
aware of SBABC and kept on meaning to try and organise a quarter peal. The real spur was when Tim Attride 
contacted Emily Ashton (EACR PRO) as part of the county challenge. Tim offered to come to Essex and help 
us to ring a quarter of JMcD, and so the quarter at North Ockendon was arranged. While the blue line is 
relatively straightforward, the calls are very different to anything else I have rung and so I knew that maximum 
concentration would be required! We were delighted to score the quarter at the first attempt with hardly a trip, 
and it was a real honour to ring with Tim who has done so much to make the campaign a success. In the end we 
were not the first tower to ring JMcD in Essex, beaten by 2 weeks by a band at Wethersfield who rang the Treble 
Place Major version of JMcD.

To date just 7 quarters of JMcD have been rung in Essex. We did attempt a quarter of the triples version at Basildon 
for the carol service, but this was unsuccessful.

Challenges for 2017 have still to be announced, but I ask you to remember Julie in your prayers as she now battles 
secondary cancers. For more details, including the various JMcD blue lines and links to a Parliamentary petition to 
get funding reinstated and to make a personal donation to SBABC, see http://juliedmcdonnell.wixsite.com/sbabc. 
          John Harpole

Essex Association

North Ockendon, Essex

St Mary Magdalene

Sunday, 20 November 2016 in 41 mins 
(9–2–21 in G)

1260 Julie McDonnell Bob Doubles

1 Samuel Beech

2 Tim Attride

3 John Harpole

4 Andrew Beech

5 Steve Nash (C)

6 Helen Harpole

For Evensong. 1st in variation - 3,4,5.  
1st blows in variation - 3,4.

1st Julie McDonnell Bob Doubles 
in Essex, and possibly at an anti-
clockwise ring.
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Call Change Competition
Saturday 19th November 2016 - Prittlewell

Towers: Results Faults

North Ockendon 1st 74%

Prittlewell A 2nd 63%

Downham 3rd 61%

Prittlewell B 4th 55%

Shenfield Vets 5th 43%

Basildon 6th 41.5%

Rayleigh 7th 41%

Shenfield Teens 8th 37%

The call change competition was well supported this year 
with eight teams congregating at Prittlewell to take their 
turn at ringing. The numbers worked out well with the 
ringing finishing only a short time before the service was 
due to begin. 

The judges were Liz and Peter Rayner from West Ham.  
In the spirit of the competition, which is to encourage as 
many towers as possible to enter a band, the marking was 
not given by number of faults but by percentage of good 
leads. Liz gave a brief run down of each performance, with 
tips for each band to work on to improve their striking.   
See opposite for the results. 

The service concluded with an excellent piece of organ 
music from Warren Symes, and was followed by the normal 
generous tea and a brief meeting. 

Team 1 - Shenfield Vets from front right 
clockwise: William Swire, Sue Gilder,  
Beth Johnson (C), Bill Hindley, Ellie Pridgen, 
John Church.

Team 2 - Downham - front left to right: Julia V 
Montague-Jones, Lyn Benson (sub), Barbara Leigh, 
back left to right: Paul A Cammiade (C),  
Nigel D Taylor, Michael Hallett (sub).

Team 3 - Prittlewell A - front left to right:  
Sarah Chin-a-Loy, Ros Skipper, Anne Porter 
back left to right: James Laden, Peter Sloman (C), 
John Wollard.

Teams are listed in order of ringing.
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Left - Team 8 - Rayleigh, from 
front right clockwise: Stephen 
Nash (sub), David Buckley,  
Simon Smith (C) 
back left to right: Tony Lowe, 
Doug Bowles, Trevor Izod

Right - Team 7 - Basildon, from 
front left to right: John Harpole 
(c), Alan Gisby (sub),  
Roger Hobson 
back left to right: Samuel Bryan, 
Jordan Beamish, Jim Laken (sub)

Left - Team 6 - Shenfield Teens, from front left: 
Kevin Gregory, Joel Wiggins, Esther Brindle (C), 
back left to right: Alwyn Brook (sub), Ray Jones, 
Paul Wiggins

Left - Team 4 - North Ockenon, front left to right: 
Alison Nash, Samuel Beech, Claire Beech,  
back left to right: Michael Warren, Andrew Beech 
(C), Brian Beech

Below - Team 5 - Prittlewell B, from front left 
Emma Pinnock, Kathryn Ash, Louisa Hennessy, 
Steve Halliwell (C) (sub), Alyson Browning, 
Michelle Shorter-Bowen
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RiNgiNg aChiEVEmENTS
CONGRATULATIONS TO... 
samuel Beech for his first of triples at Fobbing, Monday, 26 December - 1260 Plain Bob Triples. 1 Alan Gisby  
2 Samuel Beech 3 Cathryn Corns 4 Andrew Beech 5 Charlie Martin 6 Andrew Martin 7 Stephen Nash (C).

Amy Brindle for her first quarter as tenor cover at Shenfield on Sunday, 18 December - 1260 Plain Bob Doubles. 
1 Joel Wiggins 2 Beth Johnson (C) 3 Paul Wiggins 4 Ray G Jones 5 David Reed 6 Amy Brindle. 

Rebecca Woolward for her first surprise major at South Weald on Sunday, 18 December - 1280 Yorkshire 
Surprise Major. 1 Rebecca Woolward 2 Helen Harpole 3 James Laken 4 Jillian Laken 5 Mark Robbins  
6 John Cousins 7 Paul Trueman 8 John Harpole (C).

samuel again for his first minor inside at North Ockendon on Sunday, 4 December - 1260 Plain Bob Minor  
1 Andrew Beech 2 Samuel Beech 3 Clare Beech 4 Helen Harpole 5 Paul Trueman 6 Stephen Nash (C).  
Also 175th quarter together: 1 & 3.

Andrew Beech for his first quarter inside in method at Stanford le Hope, Saturday, 12 November - 1260 
Superlative Surprise Major. 1 Clare Beech 2 John Harpole 3 Penny Sloman 4 Helen Harpole 5 Stephen Halliwell  
6 David Sloman 7 Andrew Beech 8 Stephen Nash (C).

Please see attached poster - applications must be received by the closing 
date of 10th February. Adult course fee is £55; junior fee is £25. 
Courses range from Improving foundation skills through Plain hunt and 
Ringing inside to plain methods to Surprise Major and Calling and conducting 
touches - something for everyone. Apart from the main group lectures and 
practical sessions there are additional lectures, a social and a chance to catch 
up with or make new ringing acquaintances. 



 

Essex Association of Change Ringers 

Southern District 

 
MINUTES 

Meeting at Prittlewell           

Saturday  19th November 2016 

 

1. Welcome 

 

The Master, Nigel Taylor, welcomed all present and invited everyone to print their name in the 

attendance book.  There were 39 members present. Not including 2 visitors, who did not sign 

the book, Liz and Peter Rayner of West Ham (South West District) who were the judges in our 

Call Change Competition. 

 

2. Thanks 

 

The Master thanked the Rev. Paul Mackay and Rev. Jackie Lindoe, for taking the service and 

Warren Symes for playing the organ.  He also thanked the Prittlewell ringers for the wonderful 

tea. 

 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 

The Minutes of the District Meeting held at Leigh on 17th September 2016 were printed in the 

October 2016 Newsletter (No. 145), and copies available at this meeting.  There being no 

amendments they were signed as a true copy. 

 

4. Matters Arising - There were no matters arising. 

 

5. Correspondence -There was no correspondence. 

 

6. Election of New Members - No new members were elected. 

 

7. Training – Association Training Day, 26th November 

 

The Association Training day is in the North West District this year on Saturday 26th 

November – next Saturday. 

 

Hilary Donoghue thought as she had not heard anything to the contrary there may be 

enough helpers for the course.  The District Secretary had previously sent out an email 

requesting helpers to 130 people on the District Emailing Lists requesting helpers so 

hopefully this had helped. 

 

8. Future Events 

 

10th December is the Carol Service at Thorpe Bay. Please support this if you can.  

Ringing starts at 3.30pm followed by the Carol Service at 4.30pm and seasonal 

refreshments. 

 

Saturday 21st January 2017 is the Annual District Meeting at Basildon.  Ringing starts at 

3pm, followed by a service, tea and then meeting. This is the meeting where your 



 

District Officers are elected so please attend if you can.  We are still looking for a 

Treasurer to take over from Mark Robbins who has been in this post for the past 7 

years. 

 

9. Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies were received from 3 members.  A record of apologies can be found in the 

Attendance Book. 

 

10. Any Other business 

 

The District Diary for 2017/18 was discussed briefly.  The Secretary, Alison Nash, confirmed the 

following: 

 

Learners Practices at South Ockendon will be continuing every other month, starting on 4th 

February.    

 

As requested by district members the Surprise Practices will be held on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 

and Thursdays in 2017 so they are not preventing those attending whose tower practice nights 

are on one particular day of the week.   The first practice of the year will be on Tuesday 17th 

January at Rayleigh. 

 

Service Collection  - £99.55 

Raffle - £98 

Tea was donated - £164 

 

Further ringing was available after the meeting. 

 

Special thanks to Liz and Peter Rayner for judging our Call Change Competition today.  

They gave the marks as a percentage so the higher the percentage the better the team 

rang.  The Competition results which took part on the front 6 were as follows: 

 

Position Team Percentage  

1st North Ockendon 74% 

2nd Prittlewell A 63% 

3rd  Downham 61% 

4th  Prittlewell B 55% 

5th  Shenfield Vets 43% 

6th  Basildon 41.5% 

7th  Rayleigh 41% 

8th  Shenfield Teens 37% 

 

Congratulations to North Ockendon who won the trophy back.  

 

***************************************************************************************************** 
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DISTRICT TREASURER Job Description & Responsibilities 

Responsibilities 
Rule 16 states:  
“16.1 Each District shall hold at least three meetings yearly. 
16.2 The first of the three meetings shall be the Annual District Meeting at which shall 
be elected four Officers. These shall be District Master, Deputy District Master, District 
Secretary and District Treasurer. All of these may represent the district on the 
Management Committee and shall be Charity Trustees. The General Secretary shall be 
notified, in writing, of these District elections immediately. 
16.3 The quorum for District Meetings shall be 10 members of that District including at 
least two elected District Officers.” 
 
Rule 11.11 states: “The DISTRICT TREASURERS shall be responsible to the 
Association Treasurer for collecting membership subscriptions, donations and other 
monies, maintaining an up-to-date District Membership List (including addresses) and 
making payments within their Districts, giving and receiving vouchers for monies 
passed, making prompt bankings and ensuring banking summaries are sent to the 
Treasurer, submitting accounts to the Treasurer not later than the 31st December. A 
statement of district accounts shall be prepared for presentation to their Annual District 
Meeting.” 
 
District Officers are members of the Management Committee and are expected to 
attend the meetings of that Committee and participate in the decision-making 
processes. All members of the Management Committee are charity trustees under the 
Charity Act.   
 

The Role 
Whilst the role may vary slightly from District to District, the main tasks are as follows: 

• Collect subscriptions 
• Collect all money raised from raffles, social functions etc and pay into 

Association bank account as soon as possible 
• Provide the Association Treasurer with details of payments made the 

Association bank account 
• Keep District Accounts and submit to the Association Treasurer 
• Maintain the District Membership List (including addresses) 
• Encourage membership of the Association and the achievement of its aims and 

objectives. 
 

 



Tutor Groups ranging from Call 
Changes to advanced 
methods.

Other ringing related lectures 
may include: change ringing on 
handbells, tower maintenance, 
calling simple touches, and 
achieving good striking – 
available to students and 
helpers.

Helpers are also required for 
each group.

Essex Ringing 
Course

For an application form, send A5 stamped 
self-addressed envelope to Mrs Mary Bone,
11 Bullfields, Sawbridgeworth, CM21 9DB
or visit the EACR website at 
www.eacr.org.uk/course

Closing Date Friday 10th February 2017

Date: 6th—8th April 2017

Based at The Honywood School, 
Coggeshall


