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STRIKING COMPETITION HEATS 2006 - held at Great Wakering  
 
Many thanks to Adrian Malton (Great Dunmow) & Daniel Smith (Pebmarsh) for judging the striking 
competition. 
 
Four teams entered the competition this year and the results were: 
 

1st Prittlewell  28 faults rang 3rd 
2nd Downham  30 faults rang 1st  
3rd North Ockendon 41 faults rang 2nd 
4th Brentwood Area 58 faults rang 4th  

 
Which meant that Prittlewell and Downham went through to the Essex Association 6-bell finals in July. 
 
Team photos (in bell rung order – Treble to Tenor – left to right): 
 

 
 

PRITTLEWELL 
Peter Sloman, Phil Briant, David Sloman, Allen Cansdale, Steve Halliwell, Paul Southward 



 
DOWNHAM 

Paul Cammiade, Ann Dorking, Cynthia Costello, Hilary Donoghue, Nigel Taylor, Chris Tucker 

 
NORTH OCKENDON 

Clare Beech, Alison Nash, Andrew Beech, David Burton, Matthew Scott, Brian Beech 

 
BRENTWOOD AREA 

Alan Moody, Renée Page-Jones, Ron Brown, Chris Bailey, Ray Jones, Robin Page-Jones 



     

Striking Competition Finals - Saturday 1 July 2006 
 

The judges for both competitions were, surprisingly, Adrian Malton and Colin Chapman - both from 
Essex! 
 
6-bell final held at Inworth 
Results were: 
1st Great Totham  (SE) 23 faults rang 9th 
2nd Kirby le Soken  (NE) 26 faults rang 4th 
3rd Coggeshall  (N) 47 faults rang 7th 
4th Dagenham  (SW) 57 faults rang 5th 
5th Prittlewell  (S) 67 faults rang 3rd 
6th Downham  (S) 80 faults rang 8th  
7th Sawbridgeworth (NW) 81 faults rang 2nd 
8th Hornchurch  (SW) 83 faults rang 1st 
9th Danbury  (SE) 96 faults rang 6th 
There was only one team entered from the NE, N and NW districts.  Additionally, a scratch band rang 
last and scored 51 faults. 
 
8-bell held at Goldhanger 
Test piece was 252 changes of Grandsire Triples. 
Results were: 
1st South-Eastern  54 faults  rang 4th 
2nd  Northern  56 faults  rang 3rd   
3rd  North-Eastern  64 faults  rang 2nd  
=4th  Southern  69 faults  rang 6th 

South-Western 69 faults  rang 1st 
6th North-Western  77 faults  rang 5th 
 

The Southern District 8-bell team. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Treble Peter Sloman, 2nd Penny Sloman, 3rd Andrew Beech, 4th Paul Cammiade, 

5th Steve Halliwell (C), 6th David Sloman, 7th Stephen Nash, Tenor John Harpole. 



Events around the District 
 

St. Thomas of Canterbury, Brentwood 

Teddy Bear Parachuting 
The event on 20th May 2006 that launched the Bell Restoration Appeal 
Back in the darker days of winter when this project was first mentioned, we thought about when the best 

time might be to hold it. We needed a reasonable guarantee of dry, warm and not too breezy conditions 

and late May seemed a good idea at the time. However, the British weather never fails to throw up a 

surprise or two and this May has certainly done just that! The weather charts showed a deep low pressure 

system gathering over the Atlantic which gave us the wettest drought for many years and strong blustery 

winds to go with it. 

 

Back at the site we needed to decide where the best placed would be to launch the intrepid bears. To the 

north of the tower there is a great tree, some 60 feet high, (which later claimed several victims), to the 

east and south there are the church roofs, so it had to be the west elevation – but from where? We tried 

several locations some safe but not very spectacular, some not so safe but more interesting. The prime 

place would be from the external walkway some 80 feet above the ground but this had some potential 

problems. From that height the surrounding properties look quite close and we had concerns about exactly 

where the parachuting bears might eventually be blown. Could we really go to our neighbours and ask 

“Please can we have our bears back?” However, the spectacle of bears parachuting from such a great 

height would be by far the most enjoyable for the spectators.  

 

When organising such an event there is no way of knowing how many participants there might be. Will 

there be 50 bears or 100 willing to take the challenge? To our great joy and relief we had 151 entrants, 

large and small, who had decided to take the plunge. On arrival, the bears were checked in before being 

passed over to the Ground Crew. Their job was to ensure that the bear was fit to jump before being 

fitted with a proper silk parachute and raised to the launch platform in a basket. If the bear could survive 

such a scary experience then the jump would be a cake walk! At the top the Air Crew put the bear at ease 

before launching it. A check for wind speed and direction and then heave ho, the bear was on the way 

down.  

 

This is the bit for which the owners had all been waiting - a graceful descent and a soft landing. For many 

bears this was the case but for some a much more adventurous experience was in store. A sudden gust of 

wind might catch a parachute and whisk bears around the side of the tower to land either on the church 

roof  to the south or in the tall tree to the north. Trained rescuers recovered those which landed on the 

roof but the fate of the tree-bound parachutists was to prove to be more problematic. The local fire 

brigade did attend at the time but were only able to recover one bear before being called away. As for the 

other eight bears, they were to spend several very wet and windy nights suspended in the branches. Sadly 

too, one poor bear did get impaled on the railings at the foot of the tower but has lived to tell the tale. 

 

The bears which landed safely were carried or stretchered back to the recovery tent to receive any first 

aid before collecting their Certificate of Bravery to mark their achievement. 

 

The event proved to be very successful, not only financially but also from a social point of view. The was a 

great atmosphere amongst the spectators and even passers-by joined in with necks craned to watch the 

parachuting bears. People in Brentwood High Street too were intrigued by the laughter, the Ohs! and 

Ahhs! coming from St. Thomas’. Maybe the windy conditions added to the excitement and unpredictability 

of just where the bear might land. 

 



An event such as this requires the help and assistance of so many people.  A very big ‘Thank you’ to ALL 

who helped on the day and to all who entered their bears. Our hope was to raise £1000 towards the Bell 

Restoration Fund but it looks like we will achieve a significantly better result once all the outstanding 

sponsorship money comes in, perhaps exceeding £2000. It proved to be a really magnificent result from a 

most enjoyable day. We have already had requests to run it again next year. 

 

What of the eight bears stranded in the tree? One fell out later the same day and landed on a parked car 

and was returned by a Traffic Warden (thereby proving that some of them actually do have a heart!). The 

remaining seven bears were rescued by Brentwood Firemen some five days later. Two fire tenders and 

twelve firemen spent one hour getting the bears down from their lofty resting place. We are extremely 

grateful for their help.  

 

All bears are now returned to their owners and the Bell Restoration Fund is fast approaching the financial 

half way mark. Isn’t it good to have a happy ending? 

Chris Bailey (Brentwood) 
 

  �   �   �   �   �   �   �    
 

Southern District Outing to East Sussex - Saturday 17 June 2006 
 

The sun shone, the birds sang, and five very good peals of bells to ring at – what more could you 

want… a quick and uninterrupted journey to the first tower would have been nice. As it was all of 

us were delayed at some point travelling to the first tower at Frant thanks to an accident on the 

dreaded M25. 

 

 

This year, 19 ringers made the journey to East Sussex for the district’s annual 

ringing outing and our first port of call was St. Alban, Frant (6-bells, 8 cwt) a 

nice set of bells to start the day off. This was followed by St. Peter and Paul, 

Wadhurst (8-bells, 12½ cwt) which was a ground floor ring. One of the local 

ringers had hand-made a set of ringing mats and she was asked by a number 

of us whether she would take orders! 

 

Before heading off to lunch, we had the traditional group photo. 

 



 

For lunch, many of us decided to hunt out some shade for a picnic and ended up in the 

churchyard of our third ring of the day – St. Mary the Virgin, Ticehurst (6-bells, 15½ cwt). The 

remainder of the party looked for other refreshments in nearby pubs. Ticehurst was probably the 

least favoured of the five rings but nevertheless was still enjoyed. Rung from a gallery, they were 

a slow turning heavier six that didn’t want to be rushed, or was that because of our over-

indulgence at lunch! 

 

The penultimate tower was St. John the Baptist, Sedlescombe (6-bells, 10 cwt) – another 

ground floor ring - followed by the final ring of the day at St. Mary the Virgin, Salehurst (8-bells, 

18¼ cwt). The best bells had certainly been left until last. These were really nice and many of us 

wanted to take them home. The whole peal had been rehung this year and the tenor recast and 

were only rung for the first time on 16th May.  

 

With our hands now sore after a day’s ringing, we said our farewells and headed off for home. 

This time, the M25 was kinder to us! 

 

May I take this opportunity to thank all of you who supported the outing this year, I hope you all 

enjoyed it. We must also thank the locals and appropriate authorities of each of the five towers 

that we visited for allowing us to use their bells and making us so welcome. 

 

After expenses for the tower donations, the remaining £41.50 will be sent to the Bell Restoration 

Fund. Thank you again. 

 

Andrew 

 

  �   �   �   �   �   �   �    

 

Events for your diary 
     

Saturday 16th September 
  
The next District Meeting will be held at South Benfleet with ringing from 3:30pm, the service at 

4:30pm, tea at approximately 5:15pm followed by the business meeting during which we plan to 

discuss the discussion paper – ‘The Future and where are we going’ – which has been written by 

Adrian Semken and Adrian Malton and which was presented to the Executive Committee in 

February. 

  

The idea of this is to provoke discussion amongst the whole of the membership as to what we 

should be looking for in the future concerning ringing in Essex. You can find a copy of this paper 

attached to the April newsletter or it is available from the Association website (www.eacr.org.uk) 

by clicking on the NEWS page.  

  

We would like to know what your thoughts and feelings are, so please come along to the 

September meeting and make your feelings known so that the district officers can report back to 

the Executive Committee. 

  

Saturday 30th September 
  
The district Quiz Night will be held at Basildon Church Hall, 7:00 for a 7:30pm start.  

Tickets cost £5 per person, which includes a supper, and are available from Ann Beech.  

The Basildon ringers are hosting the event and your quizmaster for the evening is Brian Beech. 

Please remember to bring your own drinks. 

 
  



Saturday 7th October 
  

The Annual Dinner will again be held at the County Hotel, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford on the 

first Saturday in October. 

Please contact the Hon. General Secretary - Mary Bone - for further details. 

 

 �   �   �   � 

 
 
FOR LADIES’ EYES ONLY 

 

We have all heard of Sloggi knickers (I did say for ladies’ eyes only!)…well, they also do a Sloggi Sensual 
bra top which is absolutely wonderful for ringing.   There are no bones and bits to dig in you and rub and 
no embarrassing slippages.  They are not a sports bra, which is a bit like wearing a parachute harness - fine 
for jogging but not for all day comfort when out and about ringing.   These tops would be wonderful for 
all you ladies who ring peals.   They are very light, no clips or fastenings you just pull them on over your 
head and they stay put.   Not the sort of thing you would wear for an evening out but, oh so comfy for 
ringing!   I first test-drove mine at our practice evening and then took the plunge, pardon the pun, and 
wore it for the recent meeting at Chelmsford Cathedral and ringing in the South West District. I rang at all 
the 7 towers in the most amazing comfort, highly recommended, a most definite ten out of ten.   The 
Sloggi Sensual tops come in black or white and in sizes 32, 34, 36 etc. etc.  I got mine in Debenhams and 
they were £8.00 each.   If anyone has difficulty finding them I have a Debenhams not far from where I 
work and would be pleased to get them for you, they are as light as a feather and would only cost the price 
of a stamp to post.  My home number is 01268 763645. 

Barbara Leigh – Basildon 
 

Editor’s note: also available online from www.marshallward.co.uk - Sloggi Ladies' Pack of Two Double 
Comfort Crop Tops £16.00 white, black or pink sizes 32-40 
Master’s note: If you have Sloggi bras for women, can you also get 'protected' underwear for men for when 
knots are put in ropes and tail-ends are too long …? 
 

  �   �   �   � 
   

 
 
 

Do you have any news for your newsletter? 
Rung any special quarter peals, any birthdays or anniversaries to be mentioned? 

Going on a ringing outing – send in a report with a photo! 
Having any fundraising events that need advertising? 

Know any (clean) bellringing jokes? 
 

Send your contributions for this newsletter to Mo Venus (address in Annual Report),  
hand to me or a District Officer at any ringing event,  

or e-mail me at mo.venus@bbc.co.uk or movns@aol.com 
Newsletters for the rest of 2006 will be published during the first week of  

October and the second week of December. 
 
 



 
 

 

 

The Essex Association of Change Ringers 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT 

2006 Diary of Events 
DATE EVENT VENUE TIME 

2006     

Saturday 16 September DISTRICT MEETING South Benfleet (6) 3.30 pm 

Saturday 30 September  QUIZ NIGHT Basildon Church Hall 7.00 for 7.30 pm 

Saturday 7 October Association Annual Dinner 
County Hotel, 
Chelmsford 

 

Saturday 21 October District Afternoon Practice (8-bell) Stanford-le-Hope (8) 3.00-5.00 pm 

Saturday 18 November 
DISTRICT MEETING 
Preceded by Call Change Competition 

Downham (6) 
2.30 pm 
(note earlier start) 

Saturday 9 December  DISTRICT CAROL SERVICE Eastwood (6)  3.30 pm 

2007      

Saturday 20 January ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING Rochford (8)  3.30 pm 

   PLEASE NOTE:     

      

   SEPTEMBER - District Meeting arrangements (times for Tea, Meeting & Evening Ringing are approx): 

      3:30pm: Afternoon Ringing,  4:30pm: Service,  5:00pm: Tea,  6:15pm: Meeting,  7:00pm: Evening Ringing 

      

   NOVEMBER - District Meeting arrangements (times for Tea, Meeting & Evening Ringing are approx): 

    2:30pm: Competition Ringing,  4:30pm: Service,  5:00pm: Tea,  6:15pm: Meeting,  7:00pm: Evening Ringing 

      

   DECEMBER - District Carol Service arrangements:    

      3:30pm: Afternoon Ringing,  4:30pm: Service,  5:30pm: Seasonal Refreshments 

      

Any changes to the programme will be announced at district meetings 
or via the district newsletter. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Essex Association of Change Ringers 
 

Southern District 
 

 
 
 

 

     
 

 
Saturday 30th September 

at 
Basildon Church Hall 

 

         
7.00 p.m. for a 7.30 p.m. start 

           
Tickets cost £5 per person 

(includes supper) 

       
 

Remember to bring your own drinks  
 
 
 
Tickets available from Ann Beech (please include SAE) 

 
 



 
 

All profits in aid of the Essex Association of Change Ringers Bell Restoration Account. 
Registered charity no: 292250 


