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STRIKING COMPETITION HEATS AT RETTENDON – SATURDAY 21st MAY 2005 
 

The Striking Competition was judged by John and Clive Stephenson from Hornchurch with the 

following result: 
 
 1st  North Ockendon   23 faults   
 2nd  Downham (A)  25 faults  
 3rd  Brentwood area  48 faults  

4th   Prittlewell   57 faults  
5th  Downham (B)  85 faults  
6th  Scratch Band           128 faults  

 
The Master thanked the judges for coming and to everyone for taking part.  He also gave a 
special mention to three members who had taken part in their first striking competition: 
Thomas Earle (of Downham), Alice Harpole (of Basildon) and Barbara Leigh (of Downham). 
 
Team photos (in bell rung order – Treble to Tenor – left to right): 
 

 
NORTH OCKENDON 
Andrew Beech, Clare Beech, Alison Nash, Matthew Scott, Stephen Nash, Brian Beech 



 

 
DOWNHAM (A) 
Paul Cammiade, Ann Dorking, Hilary Donoghue (picture shows Barbara Leigh), Roger Dorking, Nigel Taylor, 
Terry Earle 
 

 
BRENTWOOD AREA 
Marie Jorysz, Georgina Dearing, Ron Brown, Beth Johnson, Paul Trueman, Chris Bailey 
 



 
PRITTLEWELL 

Judy Rolf, Penny Sloman, Allen Cansdale, Peter Sloman, David Sloman, Bernard Sadler 
 

 
DOWNHAM (B) 

Thomas Earle, Wendy Earle, Lionel Woods, Lyn Benson, Mike Hallett, Chris Tucker 
 



 
SCRATCH BAND 

Barbara Leigh (Downham), Hazel Dale-Evans (Rettendon), Anne Humphrey (Derbyshire), Alice Harpole (Basildon), 
John Harpole (Basildon), Peter Knight (Eastwood) 
 
 

  
The following new Members were elected: 
Victor Corney from South Benfleet (proposed by J. Dobson and seconded by Mrs. H. Dobson). 
 
The meeting also ratified the election of Peter V. Rogers of St. Ives.  Mr. Rogers was elected 
at a belfry election prior to a Peal at Fulbourn, Cambridgeshire on Sat 14th May 2005. 
 
The Master informed members of the Association’s wish for all bells to be rung at 5.00 p.m. 
on Sunday 10th July to celebrate the VE/VJ Day anniversary.  Phil Harrison has kindly agreed 
to act as District Co-ordinator.  All towers were asked to advise Phil of their achievements for 
this occasion so that he could collate them and pass them on to Iris Lewis, the Association’s 
PRO. 
Similar ringing to celebrate the 200th anniversary of Trafalgar Day will be requested on 21st 
October. 
 
The Master thanked the Rettendon ringers for hosting the Competition, for the use of the 
bells and for providing tea.  The profit from Teas, donated by the Rettendon Ringers, was 
£30.00, the profit from the raffle was £25.00. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



STRIKING COMPETITION FINALS – SATURDAY 2nd JULY 2005 

 
The judges for both competitions were Catherine & David Salter from Suffolk. 
 
6-bell final held at Stebbing 
Results were: 
1st  Downham   (S) 11½ faults   
2nd   West Ham    (SW) 13½ faults   
3rd  Colchester St. Leonard (NE) 14½ faults   
4th  North Ockendon   (S) 16 faults   
joint 5th Coggeshall   (N) 19 faults   
 & Chelmsford   (SE) 19 faults   
Joint 7th Dagenham   (SW) 22 faults 
 & Sawbridgeworth  (NW) 22 faults 
9th  Rayne    (N) 27½ faults 
10th  Kirby-le-Soken  (NE) 28 faults 
11th  Henham/Clavering  (NW) 48 faults 
 
Congratulations to North Ockendon and especially Downham for representing the district and 
for a great result. 
 

Downham are the Champions – well done! 
 

 
 

The Downham team with the 6-bell trophy 
Paul Cammiade, Ann Dorking, Roger Dorking, Hilary Donoghue, Nigel Taylor and Terry Earle (not in photo). 



8-bell held at Great Bardfield 
  

1st   South Eastern District  9 faults 
2nd  Southern District   9½ faults 
3rd   Northern District    25½ faults 
4th   South Western District   31½ faults 
5th   North Eastern District   33 faults 
6th   North Western District (failed to complete)   
 

 
 

The district’s second place certificate - Congratulations. 

 

 

 
The band consisted of the 

following: 

 

Treble - Peter Sloman 

2nd - Penny Sloman 
3rd - Paul Cammiade 

4th - Andrew Beech 
5th - Steve Halliwell 

6th - John Harpole 

7th - David Sloman 
Tenor - Stephen Nash (C) 

 

 

 

 

 



SOUTHERN DISTRICT OUTING TO KENT - SATURDAY 11TH JUNE 2005 

 
Saturday morning dawned bright and clear as an intrepid group of Southern District bell 
ringers from darkest Essex dusted off their passports and set off clutching their Ordnance 
Survey maps and £1 coins towards the Dartford River Crossing for a trip, for some, into 
unknown territory. 
 
The first tower was St. John the Baptist at Bredgar; it is a very light church, most of the 
windows being plain rather than stained glass.   The brightness in the church gave it a really 
cheerful feel and the bells were very happy amenable bells that even behaved for me, a 
novice.  There is an exceptional modern window, the bottom section of which depicts the 
alphabet.  The avid photographers amongst our party were busy clicking away and no doubt 
have some really good shots.   Then everyone back to their cars and onto SS Peter & Paul at 
Borden and the delights that awaited us there!! 
 
I eagerly climbed the stairs to the ringing chamber, another tower to mark off in my Dove’s – 
or so I thought.   I was instantly struck by two experienced gentlemen ringers, heroes both of 
them, swinging on the end of the tenor trying to raise the bell ready for ringing.   I then 
witnessed number 7 bell putting up an equally impressive fight.   I quickly sat down trying to 
look as much like the ringing chamber wall as I could until after the first band had been 
called.   All experienced ringers who normally make ringing look so easy, suddenly these 
ringers did not look quite as comfortable as they usually do, normally the rounds sound 
perfect on their first pull, not this time, the bells were fighting back!!  I sat very still with 
another lady, also a relative novice, and decided that no way would we even attempt to ring 
one of these bells, our knuckles turned white gripping the edge of the bench we were sitting 
on, it would really have taken something to prise me from my seat.  Even George Clooney 
offering to stand with me whilst I rang might not have been enough incentive (could have a 
rethink on this though!!).  Ringing over, stampede out of the tower, best to live to ring 
another day – photo shoot amongst the tomb stones, hopefully the smile would have 
returned to everyone’s faces.   Best the bells be described tactfully as ‘difficult’. 
 
Lunch – away to the pub or park for a picnic.   Lots of choice of venues down the leafy lanes 
of Kent.   Our party probably saw more leafy lanes than most as I was navigating and am 
hopeless, I have no sense direction.   We saw lots of lanes with grass growing down the 
centre, most of them twice, in fact we turned round in the majority of them. 
 
Fully restored after lunch and onto St John the Baptist at Tunstall, what a lovely church yard - 
lots of lovely shrubs and trees, they even had a leaflet in the church with a map of the church 
yard naming the trees and shrubs, what a good idea.   For all you budding Alan Titchmarshs 
the magnificent, humungus tree we were all admiring is a Sequoiadenron Giganteium 
(Wellintonia) – 1865.  Impressed, huh?!   The 8 bells were also a joy to ring. 
 
Next onto a very light ring of 6 bells at St. Giles at Wormshill 3-1-15 cwt.   They are a very 
dainty ring of bells, I did see one ringer breathe too heavily on one of the ropes and the bell 
began ringing without him.   The sound of the bells inside the church did them no justice - 
they sounded much better from outside. 
 



Onto the last ring of the day at St. Dunstan, Frinstead.  A ring of 6 bells that behaved very 
nicely and were generally voted best of the day. 
 
I think I can speak for everybody in saying it was a lovely day and would like to thank 
Andrew who organised the day and also for Paul putting up with my worse than useless 
navigating and still speaking to me – I think. 

Barbara (Downham) 
 

 

 

Group Photo outside SS Peter & Paul, Borden 
(standing L to R)  
Terry Earle, Phil Harrison, Holly Mifsud, Alan Gisby, Robin Page-Jones, Ron Brown, Jean Dunne, Renee 
Page-Jones, Georgina Dearing, Raymond Jones, Cathryn Corns, Cathrine Gisby, David Belcham, 
Rachel Harpole, Judy Rolf, Mike Hallett, Alice Harpole, Thomas Earle, John Harpole, Barbara Leigh, 
Paul Cammiade, Chris Bailey 
(sitting L to R)  
Clare Beech, William Beech, Andrew Beech, Samuel Beech - and Brian Beech (not present in photo) 

 
 



 

 

NOTICES 

 

 �   �   �   � 

 

Don’t forget the Association Dinner on Saturday 1
st
 October 

David and Penny Sloman will be the guests this year to mark the many years 
service which David has given as the Technical Adviser.   
To book your ticket, send a deposit of £10 to Mary Bone.   

Why not organise a tower table! 
 

 �   �   �   � 
 

Are there any bellringers who are, or have been members of the Guide Association?  Stella 

Watts has been Guiding for a staggering 48 years, and before they let her retire this year 

there will be a service of celebration at St Martins, Basildon on 14th August at 3.30pm.  I have 

volunteered to arrange some ringing beforehand, so if you have any connections with Guiding 

past or present, and would be able to ring before the service please give me a call.   

 

Helen Harpole 01268 711687 
 

 �   �   �   � 

 

 

Do you have any news for your newsletter? 

Rung any special quarter peals, any birthdays or anniversaries to be mentioned? 

Going on a ringing outing – send in a report with a photo! 

Having any fundraising events that need advertising? 

Know any (clean) bellringing jokes? 

 

Send your contributions for this newsletter to Mo Venus (address in Annual Report),  

hand to me or a District Officer at any ringing event,  

or e-mail me at mo.venus@bbc.co.uk or movns@aol.com 

Newsletters for the rest of 2005 will be published during the first week of  

October and the second week of December. 

 

 


