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This year’s training day is on Saturday 23rd November 2013, 9.45am - ap-
prox. 4:30pm and is based in the South West District with the initial meet in 
the church hall at St Andrew’s, Hornchurch. 
 
The groups on offer are: 
· Improving your Basic Skills.�
· Plain Hunt Doubles and Minor�
· Plain Bob Doubles and Minor�
 
To apply for a place, download an application form from 
www.eacr.org.uk training page or send an SAE for an application form 
to: Richard Wilson, EACR Education Officer, 57 Wilshire Avenue, Spring-
field, Chelmsford, CM2 6QW.   
 
Forms will be available from both sources from 31st August 2013 onwards. 
Limited spaces available; first come, first served. The closing date for 
applications is 1st November 2013. 
 
This year there will be a charge of £6 which must be paid in advance, 
cheques to be made payable to EACR.  We have introduced this system 
because in previous years there have been a number of people who have 
applied and then failed to attend without notice or reason, thus wasting valu-
able training spaces others could have used. No e-mail applications will be 
accepted this year. 
 
Helpers are also required for this day; please contact Richard on 01245 
358765 or 07587140804 or e-mail: education@eacr.org.uk  if you are able 
to help. 
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Congratulations to the following ringers  
 
 

First Quarter: Jean Prevost (Matching) 
  Megan Rankin Wethersfield) 
  Janice Lambeth (Saffron Walden) 
  Ian MacPherson (Bradwell on Sea) 
  Tom Infanti (Brentwood) 
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The Ridgman Trophy 10 bell striking competition took place on Saturday 15th June on 
the back 10 at Surfleet in Lincolnshire. The judges were Richard Smith and Michael 
Purday, the test piece half a course of Cambridge S. Royal. The locals arranged the 
use of the garden at the Mermaid Inn across the road from the church and supplied 
plentiful cake and coffee, arranged boat trips along the river and a necessary shelter 
from the thunder storms under the not-quite-so-waterproof gazebo.  The judges de-
clared the results as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Representing Essex were: Paul Cammiade, Vicki Chapman, Hilary Donoghue, Cecile 
Cross, Roger Collins, John Harpole, Matthew Rayner, John Hall, Colin Chapman and 
Brian Meads (c). 
Next year’s competition will be hosted by Essex on 7th June 2014. 

1st Bedfordshire  30 faults (peal speed: 3h1) 

2nd Lincoln  42 faults (3h4) 

3rd Ely  47 faults (3h5) 

4th Norwich  51 faults (3h12) 

5th Peterborough  57 faults (2h59) 

6th Suffolk  67 faults (3h19) 

7th Essex  83 faults (3h5) 

8th Cambridge University  102 faults (3h3) 
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Stephanie Gillingham learnt to ring at Galleywood whilst a curate at our church St Mi-
chael and All Angels, Galleywood. She became a member of the Essex Association at 
Writtle in March 2012. Stephanie has been appointed as Priest in Charge of Widford 
and Associate Priest of Galleywood, Moulsham St. John’s and Moulsham St.Luke’s., 
Chelmsford. She will be licensed and installed on Thursday 4th July at 7.30 at St.Mary’s 
Widford (where alas the bells are unringable) and has moved into the Widford Rectory. 
Stephanie will also be the coordinating Chaplain to Chelmsford College. We wish her 
well in all her demanding work in the future.    Chris Moles 
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Wedding Anniversaries : 
Silver : Helen & John Harpole (Basildon) Golden: Don & Jenny Mills (Bures)  
 

Deaths:  
We regret to announce the deaths of: Phyllis Andrews (Bentley Common)  
Joan Reynolds (Shrub End)  June Whitcher (Waltham Abbey)  
 

Birthdays: 
Roger Carey-Smith 60 (Great Bentley) Allen Cansdale 80    
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Chelmsford Cathedral 
Sunday, 19 May 2013 in 51 mins (34-2-22  

1253 Grandsire Cinques   
 

1.        Janet Edwards 2.       Patricia Cresshull 
3.       Kath Downs  4.       Peter G Smith 
5.       Vicky LeFevre 6.       Angela Pannell 
7.       Roy Threadgold 8.       John Taylor 
9.       Maurice Downs 10.   Ian Cresshull 
11.   Brian Meads  12.   Jonathan Thompson  
 

For Pentecost Evensong. 1st on 12: 5,6,12. 1st cinques: 3. 1st cinques inside: 10. 1st Grandsire 
cinques: 4. 1st on 12 as conductor. Kath Downs has now been ringing for 60 years. 

 

Rung by a Northern District Band during the Centenary year of the installation of Chelmsford's 12 
bells. 
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Several of the Brentwood ringers made sure that on March 1st, Ron Brown had a 
surprise in store. Their ‘leader’ was Ronnie Crighton from Ingrave, who proposed 
Ron and presented such a good case that the Borough Council could not fail to 
make a lifetime achievement award to Ron for his service to bell ringing in the ar-
ea.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron is shown above at the Civic reception with Ann Coe, Mayor of 
Brentwood and also verger at St Peter’s South Weald. 
 
The local Brentwood ringers, not to be outdone by the Civic reception, held their 
own award evening for Ron in the Turner Vestry of St Mary’s Shenfield. Many 
friends came along to congratulate Ron and see his award and were rewarded by 
a speech by the man himself; Ron  warned us of teaching those who did not un-
derstand that a requirement of being a ringer was attending service ringing on 
Sunday mornings. He said he was disappointed when teaching over a dozen 
ringers one time at Ingrave to only keep three, but two of those three were Chris 
Bailey and Ronnie Crighton so what he missed in quantity he more than made up 
in quality. He also confessed to have been instrumental in training North Ocken-
don for their first striking competition and as we all know, they haven’t looked back 
since. 
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A message from Ron: 
I have been overwhelmed by the generosity and warmth of good wishes and 
congratulations following my Lifetime Achievement Civic Award for ‘teaching, 
mentoring and guidance in the art of bell ringing’. 
 
The letter from Brentwood Council came as a complete surprise and I felt 
touched and honoured to be given this award. 
 
With only 10 days notice I was invited to the Civic Dinner where I was present-
ed with a trophy and certificate by the Mayor of Brentwood, Councillor Ann 
Coe, who is Verger at St Peter’s South Weald. It was an enjoyable evening 
where only two other people received awards. 
 
My sincere thanks to Ronnie Crighton of Ingrave and his ‘collaborators’ for my 
nomination. 
 
On the Tuesday evening of Holy Week, there was another enjoyable surprise 
get together at Shenfield which was attended by 30 to 40 
fellow ringers. My heartfelt thanks to all concerned. 

Ron Brown 
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The AGM took place on Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2013 and as usual the Cathe-
dral bells were available for general ringing prior to the service before the invited band 
rang the service touch.  Refreshments were served during general ringing and be-
tween the service and meeting by members of the South Eastern District. 
 
The service was conducted by the Canon Theologian, Revd Canon Edward Carter; 
lessons read by the Master and Revd Ian Jorysz, our Chaplain.  The address was giv-
en by the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford and President of this Associ-
aiton.  Unfortunately, there was no choir this year however, the organ was played once 
again by our very own Stephen Cheek from the North Eastern District. 
 
The meeting itself was reasonably uneventful, although it was pleasing to be able to 
advise that Nigel Taylor has now taken on the role of Technical Advisor.   Liz Rayner 
and Tracey Southgate stood down as Education Officer and Public Relations Officer 
respectively and were presented with gifts from the Association for their service.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Wilson has taken on the role as Education Officer however, there was no nom-
ination for the post of PRO. 
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In accordance with the Rule 8.2 (c) those who have been Ringing Members for at least 
50 years are entitled to become Life Members.  The following members were present-
ed with Life Membership certificates where they were present, others will be distributed 
via Districts: 
Janet Edwards, Coggeshall; Heather Semken, Coggeshall; Evelyn Reeve, Worming-
ford; Keith Gardner, Navestock; Ray Jones, Shenfield; Penny Sloman, Prittlewell; Betty 
Matson, South Benfleet; Kath Childs, Boreham; Tony Kidd, Ingatestone; Dennis With-
ams, Little Waltham; Chris Pain, Hornchurch; Michael Wareing, Leytonstone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T 
 

The  early bird booking system for the Annual Dinner was in play again this year. De-
tails of the event will be posted on the website and sent out with this newsletter. 
 
After the Master had announced that the 8 Bell Striking Competition Touch would be 
265 St Clement’s College Bob Triples.   
 
After the meeting, towers in the North Eastern District were open for ringing in the af-
ternoon, with tea at Ardleigh.   
 
I would like to thank everyone involved in the day’s arrangements, particularly the Ca-
thedral staff, Ian Jorysz, Stephen Cheek, members of the South Eastern and North 
Eastern Districts. 

Vicki Chapman, Gen Sec 
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Striking Competition Finals Results 
 

The Association striking competition finals were held on 6th July, hosted by the 
Southern District. en teams entered the 6-bell competition at North Ockendon.  

 

The results for the 6 bell were: 

1st Kirby-le-Soken (rang Plain Bob Minor) 95% 

2nd Chelmsford Cathedral (rang Plain Bob Minor)  94% 

3rd Downham (rang Grandsire Doubles)  88% 

4th West Ham (rang Grandsire Doubles)  86% 

5th Langdon Hills (rang Plain Bob Doubles) 83% 

6th Mistley (rang Plain Bob Doubles)  79% 

7th = Great Parndon (rang Plain Bob Doubles) 71% 

7th = Wethersfield (rang St. Martin’s Doubles)  71% 

 Hornchurch (did not complete test piece)  
9th Waltham Abbey (rang Plain Bob Doubles) 67% 

After and excellent tea and the 6-
bell results the inter-district 8-bell 
competition was held at South Ock-
endon. The test piece was 265 St 
Clement’s College Bob Triples. The 
winners were North Eastern District 
with 83%,  
2nd Southern (82%),  
3rd South Eastern (78%),  
4th Northern (73%). 
 
Our judges for both competitions 
were James Smith and Jonathan 
Slack. We’d like to thank them, the 
Southern district officers and friends 
for making all the arrangements and 
members of the Southern district for 
a wonderful tea. 

 
Vicki Chapman, Gen Sec 
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The bell ringers and PCC have voted to purchase a new bell to replace the cracked 
9th bell at Hornchurch. The cost of the new bell will be approximately £14,000 
  
The new bell will be cast in memory of Frank Gant and Colin Wright and inscribed ac-
cordingly (Frank Gant was Secretary/Treasurer of the Association from 1953 – 1964) 
  
If you would like to contribute to the cost, please contact: Mrs Pauline Brown, 7, Kim-
berley Avenue, Romford, Essex. RM7 9JP Tel: 01708 763047 E-mail: pnew-
burybrown@hotmail.co.uk   (Cheques payable to ‘Hornchurch PCC’). 
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A peal of 70th Birthday Delight Major was rung by members of the Rothera family at 
Harbury on Saturday, 20th April, to mark Phil's big birthday (70!) on 16th April. It was 
also a birthday compliment to Brian (44 on 13th April) and 40th birthday compliment 
(30th March) to Malcolm, who to the surprise of his (sad?) Dad, chose to go skiing for 
the weekend rather than ringing this peal.  
 

Many of our younger/newer members would not have known Phil, but he was of 
course Tower Captain at Terling for many years before moving to Shropshire, and was 
instrumental in getting the bells augmented from 6 to 8. We have now rung 9 Rothera 
family peals, starting in 1993 with a peal of Minor on the middle six at the Cathedral, 
rung by just my family (Sue, Hazel, Malcolm, Janet and Linda and me). Then in August 
2001, prior to Hazel's wedding, we rang our first 8-bell peal including Phil and his son 
Brian, of Yorkshire Major, and this was followed over the next few years by peals of 
London, 3-spliced, Lincolnshire, 8-spliced and Yorkshire Royal, which included Sue 
Page (Phil's first wife) and Paul Carless (Janet's husband). There was then a gap of six 
years before a peal of Cambridge Major at Bledlow (Bucks) last November, followed by 
the "big birthday" 
peal in April, which 
preceded a party 
at Phil's pub at 
Sellatyn, near 
Oswestry, attend-
ed by many of his 
family and old 
friends from Es-
sex.  
 
David Rothera 
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The next edition of Rounds & About is planned for December 2013.  
Please send contributions and suggestions for articles to  
Mrs Anne Bray, 7 Darcy Close, Kirby Cross, Frinton-on-Sea CO13 0RR or  
by email to arbray@ymail.com or call 01255 679312 by 1st November  2013. 
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