
�
�

�����������
�

�	
�������������������
��	���������
�

�
�
�����������		��
���	
������������	
�
		������������ �������	��	��	��
�����
� � � �
���������������	������������������������ ��������	! ���"��#������$�%����#	������!���	#���������������#	 ��
��	&$�$�%����
��
��������������	��������������'$���$���
!�$�%��	���� ���!���(�	��)��*!���&$�$����+��(���������	��������� ����
����������,�)���������
�-�#!������	������������$��� ��������������������
�������,���$����.�)
+��#	����� �
"��������	���$	��/!��
�
����'$���$�����!���$	��
##$���0����&��1!�����������	 �!��������$�#����	���	#��������$�$�%�'�,���������
��,��$%��	���� �� �-��$��2�	�,�$�������$�!����"		 3
�1�����	��� ���$#� ��,��	����	��$��$&$�!���������������	��
4����$����$%���������������������$�� �	�
�
�
����������	
��
����

	����	
�	
�������������������� ����
�	����������	#�����#$����5���$�,�����	��	#��	!����� ���
�
�
�	���	������������������������
�����#����		��4����$���	���)���
��	�����$���������� ��������#	��6��61	���27
���8�+
����3
�
����9����9���%��9	����$�$	���$��������������'	����� ���$	���	�����'$���$�������$�%�	��):����	&�����
�
�������������������$&�������������#�	��-�$���$��'	� ����	����	�����	���	#�����*!�%���	#������,���;��
�	����$�$	��$����$�������!%%�����������$�%������!�� ���	���$����������	#������$����$�$����������������% ���
�	����$���!���
���������$�%��$��!����������!%%����� �������������!��$�������%������������$��,���;��
�	����$�$	���	!�������!��!����������($��$�%��!����� !����,�������������	!�������$��!�������������#	���� ���
���<��	����$�$	�
�
�
�	���	��������������������� �
������������� ������������	�������,�	#�����
##$���� � �	��	#���,������&�����	������%������,��	!����$ ��
�	�����!�!������!�����	%�����
��	�������������	��� ����	�&	�!�������	��	�������&��$	!���$���$�������$� %�
�
����
##$������	!����������$�%�$������,�
��	�����	�� ����%��������	%�����
�
�����	!������'$���$���$�������!�����	��	�������-��	 �$��$	��������:�������	����$�$	���$�����<������!$�� ����
�	�������������	����$����$#$��
������	�������	!���� ������	����,���	����	%����������	���	#�������	!���
���	���&���	��	����������
�4��������������'$���$��� 
##$����� �	��$#�,	!���&����,�$������	�����$�%���$� ��&���
�
�
�
�



�
 !"���	��
��	�
���#���$������
�
����
�������������� ���	
�%�
The paper had been circulated with the February Newsletter for discussion at this meeting 
 
There was a wide ranging discussion from which the following observations emerged: 
·   The concept and objects of The Essex Association of Change Ringers were considered both 

relevant and essential. 
·   Knowledge of the administrative structure of the Association appears to be understood. 
·   A District structure was considered good for ‘local’ networking and getting to know other ringers 

who might be able to help with ringing commitments from time to time. There was no bar 
preventing any ringer visiting any tower whether in their own district or that in another.  

·   Districts were seen as an administrative aide but some queried the need for full replication of 
district officers.  It would seem that there is no strong feeling to either change or retain existing 
boundaries (this may of course change when ones own tower is re-assigned!) Some questioned the 
need for District Meetings in their present form with formal Minutes of what is more often 
mundane administrative detail. Information can be disseminated in many ways, Newsletters, email, 
websites etc. as well as at less formal meetings. It was accepted that not everyone was comfortable 
with computer based communication. Apparently, the Association website is being improved and 
Districts are encouraged to use it to show their planned activities. 

·   Our District has over 200 ringers who are members of the Association but attendance at District 
meetings and events is around 20% (and only a handful ever tender apologies for absence!).How 
can we encourage higher attendance? Agreed that people ring principally for enjoyment and will 
continue so to do irrespective of the administrative requirements of the Association. Some towers 
have ringers who choose not to be members of the Association and are quite happy ringing for 
parish services and weddings etc. 

·   It was felt that there is a need to up-date the image of bell ringing and ringers. We are not all 
strange ‘anoraks’ although we do pursue a minority interest. The public perception of ringing is 
that it is just a case of pulling a rope – so easy that anyone can do it after 5 minutes! On the whole 
we are quite friendly and welcoming but we have difficulty in recruiting and holding on to new 
ringers. Why? The meeting was reminded of the item included in the Radio 4 programme, 
Woman’s Hour, about bell ringing. 

·   At the Association level, some questioned why districts and individual members do not get more 
involved and support various Association events. (On a personal note, I believe that The 
Association exists for us and not the other way around!). Why is the AGM in May so poorly 
attended? Why does the membership in some districts, like ours, not support the Essex Ringing 
course? Why is the Annual Dinner so hard to sell? Some people had their personal reasons for 
choosing not to support the Dinner as it is not everyone’s favourite way of spending an evening! 
However, the function is self financing (?) and is enjoyed by those who choose to go. The 
Association Carol Service at Dunmow was widely enjoyed and worth repeating. 

·   The Essex Ringing Course was particularly mentioned as an excellent event both in ringing and in 
social terms. 

·   In addition to the course, teaching and training generally needs attention e.g. the Prittlewell Ringing 
Centre trains new recruits, mostly adults, and this is a good  way of getting people into the belfry. 

·   Perhaps local schools could be canvassed for new younger recruits. However, we must have 
sufficient people able to give the training. 

·   It has been suggested that there are many people who can ring at a basic level and that we should 
undertake a survey of ringers’ capabilities and target development where the talent lies. 

·   The question of ‘Why do we elect members?’ was also raised – do we need to?  Many other 
‘groups’ simply take a subscription and that is that. 



 
The Officers are due to discuss the paper at the February 2007 Executive Committee Meeting and 
members were encouraged to make their feelings known. 
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Robert Wade, newly elected Junior member from Shenf ield, rang his first Quarter Peal (tenor behind) on  
Sunday 1st October before Evensong at Shenfield . 
 
 
 
 

 ����������������������������� �



�
�

�
�
�

�
�
����������	
���	
�	
��
���������������	�
����������� �� ��

	����������������	����������������
���������
�	 �����
�

��������������	��	
 ����
�	��� �
����������! �� �"���
����#��$�
$�%�����&�	����	
���	
�#��'�
�

��
��(���	��� �)�
��
 �*���� �+���
� �
+������� ��������� �,��� �-����
 �
"���������� �(�
��	��� �.&��	����

��(�	���+��������
#�/���	
��0��+�
��
'�1�����)��*����
%�2�����3��+����
$�4����5�1��+�
��
6�0��	�
�(�������
�7�8�

4���������
��
������������	����������������
�� ���+ �9� �
��������
��������(�&��	
�������
�	�������
��:'#;�:< #��

�
�



�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�

� �
�
�
�

��������������	��	
 ����
�	����
��
����6 �� �"���
����#��$�

1��	
�+���-�������
���������	�����
#�5��
�(������
'�2�
���1���;5�
���
%�+���
��������
$�2��
�
��5�
���7�8�
6��	
�
��	��	
��

2�
������������	
������������

�
����	�
������������� 
������
�"���
�����:�$�

�
�

� �
�
�
�

��������������	��	
 ����
�	����
��
����#� �� �"���
����#��$�

�#:6�(�
��	�������&�	����	
���
��
��	
�%#�
	
�����

���1���	�	�����-��	���
� �:6$� ���������;���;(����� �* 	����	���
#��5��
�*�3��1	����
� �:$��� ������1�������
 ���
���� ��
'��5��
�(���	
���� �:6��� +�
�����(�

�
 �9���=�
%�2��	
�"��1	��
�
� �:$��� ����5��
 �5����� �(��

��� .���
���
$�2�����������&����� �:6$�� )��
	���
 �(���	���
6�)����
���������
���� �:%!�� *	
���
���	
���� �-����� �

(�
����������)����
���������
���
�

2�
���������������������
��
����������������
����+9�� 
�"���
�����% �� ��
>����	�������� �(���	������:�%;�:'6?�2	
�����:�:?��� ���������������2	
������:##?�

(�&��	
��������2	
������:'#?���������
��1��	���(��� ���:'6?������
�	���	��������	
��:<'��
>������9���=�0����	��	�
����(��
����2	
���� �-�&���� ��������:$';�:6!?�)	����	���1���	��
���:6!;�:<'��

*�����������	��������������������	
���
�

����������������������������������������������� �������������� �
�



���

����������	�
������ �
�
�

�
 
�

���������	�����2���
���������� �5��
�-�

� �1����	� �0
����� ����������+�	�����
������
���/��  
����
��
�����-	���	���>��	
��	
�5�
������	������� �9 ���������=�7�����	������������������
��@8  

  
9"�2.9��4>2���9�(01�.>"�(>�19�.�.>"�+,�1�>"9�>2�9�0 .)��>�9.��92�  

0"-29*�+99(��;���!�<�%%�:':�;��
���������A��&�
�����
  
>2  

(�2.��+0.)9,�;���#!!�##66�%�;��
�A&������
����������  
+,�42.-0,��!�">�9�+92  

  
�������	���������
����&�	B�����������������&�	�
���� ������������"���
����
���	
�����-��
��
��
��<���

"���
����  

�� �

�
������ �

�
�

����������	
��	���
���	����	��������������������
�� ���� �� �����
�����
�����	������������������������������������
���	�	�� ��

�����
���������������	
����
����������
 �����!�"����������
��	����
�
�������

��
���
����� ����������

���������	
���� ��������	���
������	
���"�#$%&�
� �
�
�

�
�



The Essex Association of Change Ringers 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT 

2006 Diary of Events 
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The Essex Association of Change Ringers 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
CALL CHANGE COMPETITION 

 
General 

 
1. The competition shall take place at a tower within the District and shall be open to all ringers within 

the District. 
 
2. The District Master, or a steward appointed by the Master, shall supervise the event. They shall be 

the only person with the ringers in the ringing room and shall check that the competition test piece 
is rung correctly in accordance with the rules. 

 
3. The District Officers shall appoint one or two judges to assess the quality of the ringing, give 

comments and announce the results. 
 
4. A trophy shall be presented to the winning team and shall be held in safekeeping until the next 

competition. The winning team may have this trophy suitably engraved. 
 
5. If necessary, the District Master or their nominee shall give ruling concerning matters not covered 

by these rules, and any such decision shall be final. 
 

Teams 
 
6. In order to encourage less experienced bands to enter, towers which came first or second in the 

district 6-bell method competition may only enter this Call Change competition if the band contains 
at least three ringers who did not take part in the 6-bell method competition for the current year. 

 
7. Each team shall be allowed no more than one substitute nominated on the day by the District 

Officers. 
 
8. Towers with insufficient members under Rule 6 and other than the provision in Rule 7 may join 

with another tower and enter a joint team. 
 
9. A ringer may only ring in one team. If a last minute substitution is required for another team and 

there are no spare district ringers available then, in this case, a ringer may ring in another team but 
only in agreement with the District Officers. 

 
Practice 

 
10. Two minutes of practice rounds and changes (not judged) shall be allowed after which the bells 

must be set. 
 
11. Stopping the practice and restarting is allowed (e.g. to adjust ropes or use a box) - the steward will 

"stop the clock" at such points and will tell the team how much time remains of the two minutes 
before the team restarts. Ropes may also be adjusted and boxes changed at the end of the practice 
time. 

 
12. Following the practice (including any final adjustments) the treble ringer should signal to the judges 

that the team is about to start the competition test piece by turning the treble over (not judged). 



 
 
 

The Test Piece 
 
13. The competition shall be rung on 6-bells with a covering tenor. Bona-fide 5-bell towers may ring 

without a covering tenor if they wish. 
 
14. Each team must ring for 5 minutes (including opening and closing rounds). The Master or steward 

will announce when 5 minutes has been rung.  
 
15. The test piece must start and end in rounds and contain the following ‘named’ changes: 142536 

(Tittums) and 135246 (Queens). Any sequence of changes between these changes is allowed. The 
‘named’ changes must be rung a minimum of 4 whole pulls, all other changes can be of any length. 

 
16. All closing rounds will be judged. The duration of the closing rounds is at the discretion of the 

conductor, but must be a minimum of 1 whole pull. Opening rounds will be judged after the 5th 
whole-pull, i.e., from the 6th whole-pull onwards. 

 
17. If during the first 60 seconds of the test piece, the ringing deteriorates irretrievably and is 

terminated by the conductor, then at the discretion of the Master or steward, the band may restart 
the test piece. The ringing should restart from rounds and consist of a further 5 minutes of ringing 
as specified in rules 14, 15 and 16. Faults shall be marked on the completed piece of ringing only, 
the aborted attempt not counting towards the final fault total. 

 
18. At the end of the test piece, a team will not be penalised should any bell not be able to stand.  

However, in the event of two teams tying on faults/points then failure to stand the bells will be 
taken into account to achieve the final order of teams. 
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