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Royal Wedding Ringing – 29th April 2011

A very big well done to everyone who managed some special ringing for the big day, and remembered to let us know about it.  There were a total of 2 peals and 37 quarter peals rung across the County that we know of.

Achievements range from scoring the first peal of a particular method by all ringers and for the Association, to others simply ringing on open bells for the very first time.

The peal rung at Terling on 29th April was 5040 Changes Tiggrrr Alliance Major, Composed: D F Morrison (No. 1748).  It was conducted by Alan Mayle, who tells me he chose the rather bizarrely named method for its musicality and the fact that there are no treble dodges in 5-6.  He also says that it requires a very good treble ringer- I’ll bet it does!

The other peal was rung at Hornchurch, and comprised 5040 changes of Cambridge Surprise Royal.   It took 3 hrs 12 mins to complete and was conducted by Clive Stephenson.  Again, no small accomplishment

At Littlebury, there were some call changes ahead of the village street party.  Congratulations to Barry Baseley, Fiona Creaven, Isabelle Page and Jane Patterson for their first public performance.  It must have been nerve wracking, but I bet a few swift G&T’s at the street party afterwards probably went down well!
Ten members of the Saffron Walden Society gathered to ring Rounds and Call Changes on the bells prior to the wedding of Prince William and Catherine Middleton. The band included four of their new ringers who were able to join in the celebrations whilst other society members rang quarter peals in the local district:  Janice, Julia and Sue are the new members. 
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Saffron Walden Ringers

The band ringing at Basildon on the day was originally going to ring a quarter of Yorkshire, but on finding out TRH’s new titles, decided to switch to Cambridge!
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QP band at Basildon

So whatever you did to celebrate, I hope you enjoyed yourselves, and well done again to everyone on their own special milestones.  There are too many to mention here, but I’m sure you are justly proud of your achievements.  The commemorative booklet has been compiled and is on its way to Clarence House, the couple’s official London residence.  Consider it a practice run for HM the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee next year!

Tracey Southgate

Public Relations Officer
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