[image: image1.emf]
London 2012 – Discovering Places Open Weekend Challenge

Saturday 23rd-Sunday 24th July 2011

Discover Bell Ringing is part of Discovering Places, the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad campaign to discover the local environment and a programme principally funded by the National Lottery through the Olympic Lottery Distributor and delivered in partnership between The Heritage Alliance and London 2012.  

The idea is to challenge visitors to try something they’ve never done before.  It sounds like an excellent opportunity to promote bell ringing by opening towers if we can from 10am to 1pm on Saturday 23rd July and from 2pm to 5pm on Sunday 24th July. Wherever possible, encourage visitors to climb up to the bells, see how they work and have a try at ringing themselves.  You may get some new recruits and it will certainly increase awareness among the general public.

There will be will lots of other events going on all over the weekend with a sporting and cultural theme, ranging from learning a new dance or piece of music an hour before it is performed, to talent contests, learning stone masonry skills to create your own sundial to 3 kilometre races through unusual places, sports days, bicycle rides etc. There is an opportunity for everyone to challenge themselves to discover something new or take an existing interest up a gear. There will even be a dedicated Facebook page, where you can post pictures of your event afterwards!

I plan to issue generic press releases covering all districts nearer the time to attract attention to the event, so if you would like to take part please let me know, so that I can ensure your tower opening times are advertised in the press.  I can then send you some promotional posters, postcards and stickers.

Tracey Southgate

Public Relations Officer
