NE District at the Tendring Show – 
Saturday 10th July 2010
Back in January, Gill Sparling received an invitation for us to take part at the Tendring Show in the summer, and we were lucky enough to bid successfully for Charity Tradestand space, saving us a considerable sum of money.  The Show’s President, Martin Carr is himself a member of the Suffolk Guild and obviously understands completely our need to promote bell ringing as cost effectively as possible, at every possible opportunity.  
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Tendring Show President, Martin Carr going through his paces on the Maplestead Mini Ring

Many NE members nip in and out of Suffolk and vice versa, so there has always been a bit of a mutual appreciation society going on. Martin actually made a bee-line to come and see us before the Show officially opened, and we are grateful for his support and encouragement.  

It was a blistering hot day, and stand organisers and visitors were warned over the public address system to ensure they kept well hydrated, or run the risk of paying the St John’s Ambulance crew a visit!  I set up our gazebo and display material on the Friday evening, and Alistair Donaldson kindly brought over the Maplestead Mini Ring for us to use on the Saturday.
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John Malster giving a member of the public a lesson 

on the Maplestead Mini Ring
We had a team of wonderful helpers, who were worked really hard all day long, giving demonstrations on the mini ring and handbells, with the last enquiries still being taken after 5pm.   Everyone was truly exhausted at the end of the day, and Andrew Burgoyne’s ice cream round was very well received – thanks Andrew!
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Steve Cheek, Dave Culham and Philip Erith 
warming up on the handbells

Once again, we’ve attracted at least a dozen serious enquiries about learning to ring, from adults and youngsters alike and ranging geographically from Mistley, to St Osyth and Colchester.  Many more visitors took away our promotional literature, so you never know, there may also be some ad-hoc tower visits too.  We also met a couple of people who haven’t rung for about 30 years, and wanted to know how to get back into it.  

By chance we met with the late Dickie Furminger’s daughter Jacky Adamson, who has just moved back into the area.  That’s particularly pleasing, as NE is hosting their annual call change competition, with a trophy for the winning team dedicated to Dickie’s memory on 17th July.  Hopefully Jacky will be the guest of honour.

Yes, it was hard work organising the day and yes, it was hard work on the day itself.  But the rewards speak for themselves.   My thanks to Gill Sparling for all her help with the arrangements, and to Alistair Donaldson for the use of the Maplestead Mini Ring and his handbells.  Last but by no means least, the fabulous team of helpers, without which it simply would not be possible, including Steve Cheek; David Culham; John Malster; Phil Erith; Anne Turner; Jean Oehlrich; David and Gill Sparling; Andrew Burgoyne; Bevan Willgress; and Guy Nelson. 
Tracey Southgate
Public Relations Officer
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