NE District Young Ringers Ring and Ride Day 
On Saturday 12th June 2010 four Young Ringers from Layer de la Haye, Ellie Read, Tom Kinghorn, Ricky Wollington and I, together with 3 adult helpers went on Ring and Ride outing.  The first place we went to was Tendring Village Hall where we were introduced to Tracey (the organiser of the outing).  We also met a few helpers.  We had John Keeble (Layer de la Haye Tower Captain) to help out as well.  Our first church was just across the road and we rang for 45 minutes. The tower had 6 bells and had long ropes which we were not used to, but we all did very well. 
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Front row l-r Ellie Read, George Vant, Ricky Wollington and Tom Kinghorn.  Back row l-r Diana and Martin Piper, John Keeble

At about 11 o’clock we got on our bikes and began to ride to the next tower. We rode for 6 miles and most of us were out of breath and beginning to get quite tired. Kirby-le-Soken was our second tower and it has 8 bells.  Again it has longer ropes than we are used to, but we still did exceptionally well.  This was our first ever practice on 8 bells.  
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Looking very pleased with ourselves having just rung on  8 for the first time at Kirby-le-Soken

After that we walked over the road to the pub for lunch.  Straight after lunch we set off on yet another long bike ride.  This one was only 4 miles long and we arrived at Thorpe-le-Soken, our last tower.  This tower has 6 bells and still very long ropes.  We all had a go at Plain Hunt and we were very good at it. The adults had a ring to show the youngsters how it’s done.  
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Ricky gets first prize for the grooviest crash hat!

Then last, but by no means least, we rode back to Tendring Village Hall and had a piece of cake each.  Our bikes were loaded back into the van and we went home.  We all enjoyed the day and hopefully will do it again.  I would like to say a very big thank you to all the people who helped us throughout the day.  Everybody was very kind and we all learnt a lot from the experience.
My favourite part was ringing on 8 bells and I rang the tenor, which is probably the heaviest bell I’ve rung so far.  I had a great day and hope to do it again.

By George Vant  aged 15
Layer-de-la-Haye

